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PREFACE. 



Females possess a most conspicuous station and 
commanding influence oyer every branch of society ; 
and, by revelation, the woman is strikingly designated 
"an help-meet for man: 1 ' yea, like mankind, such 
have souls of infinite value, such were created for the 
glory of God, and their enjoyments of him for ever. 

The holy scriptures, and other historic pages, con- 
tain many beautiful miniature portraits of great and 
good females, whose characters are written in the an* 
nals of deathless fame, and whose redeemed, purified, 
and glorified persons, now shine as the sun in the fir- 
mament of heaven. 

This work professes to present the reader with only 
the outlines of character belonging to a few of the 
u many daughters who have done virtuously may 
these, though dead, speak efficiently to every female, 
especially to the young, "Go thou and do likec 
wise." Follow us as far as we have followed Jesus, 
1* 
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his professedly only a sketch, therefore calculate^ 
for price to correspond with the pockets of poor fe- 
males, and for size to answer with the few spare* min- ' 
utes of the busy, arid with the inclination of the 
young. 

•This work contains things' both new and old ; for 
although a considerable part be extracted from un- 
exceptionable sources, a portion is original. May it 
promote the real felicity of immortal spirits, and en- 
hance his glory who is the beneficent parent of alLthe 
vfiens and daughters of Mount Zion. 
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LADY JANE GREY, 

Was born about the year 1536, of a most noble 
family, being the daughter of Henry Grey, Mar- 
quis of ^Dorset, and the Lady Frances Braudon, 
daughter of Charles, Duke of Suffolk. 

In very earlyviifesbe was almost a miracle for her , 
learning, and her person was extremely pleasing ; 
but the beauties of her mind were extremely en- 
gaging; -and, as Bishop Burnet observes, "She 
was the wonder and delight of all that knew her." 
When quite, a child in age, her female accomplish- 
ments and additional attainments embraced the fin- 
est needle work, the most beautiful writing, an 
admirable acquaintance with both instrumental 
and vocal music, an accurate knowledge of Eng- 
lish, French, Italian; Lathi, and Greek, which she 
not only wrote but spoke with the utmost- freedom ; 
she was also versed in Hebrew, Chaldee, and A- 
rabic; was remarkable for sedateness of temper, 
quickness of apprehension, and 'solidity of judg- 
ment, which enabled her not only to become mis- 
tres*o£ languages, but of sciewft**, 
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respect elated by such wondrous endowments; 
but was remarkably gentle, humble, and modest in 
her demeanour. 

This lovely lady was made an' innocent victim 
to the wild ambition of the Duke of Northumber- 
land, who, having effected a marriage between her 
and his son Lord Guildford Dudley, raised her t<$ 
the throne of England, in defiance of the right? of 
the princesses Ajlary and Elizabeth, when onljr 
18 years of age, and her husband also very young. 

Her heart, replete with the love of learning and 
With tenderness towards her husband, who was 
deserving of her most affectionate regard, had nev- 
er panted for earthly honours ; and when informed 
of her advancement to the throne, she even refused 
to accept the proffered crown, pleaded'the superior 
right of . the two princesses, expressed her dread 
of consequences attendant on so dangerous and 
criminal an enterprise, and solicited to remain in 
that private station in which she was born ; but 
overcome at last by the entreaties of her father and 
father-in-law, and, above all, of her husband, she 
submitted to their will, and relinquished her own 
judgment. 

But her elevation was of very short duration. 
The nation soon declared for Queen Mary $ and 
Sifter wearing the crown only ten short days, she^ 
fflJred with die greatest satisfaction to a private life. 
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'Queen Mary, a most cruel, bigotted, and ungen- 
erous woman, soon sent lady Jane a warning to 
prepare for death ; which, however, was no un- 
welcome news to her, former faith iq the Saviour 
had prepared her for the worst ; the bitterness of 
death was passed, and she received -the warning 
with very little discomposure. 

The queen's bigotted zeal, under colour otoea* 
der mercy to the prisoner's soul, molested her with 
constant visits and disputes from popish' priests? 
but she defended the protestant religion by most 
solid arguments, and. wrote a letter in Greek to her 
sister, exhorting her to^nainiaiq, in every fortune* 
steady perseverance. 

On the awful day of execution she refused hetw 
husband'* request to see her ; observing, the ten* 
derness of .parting ^wouii .conquer the fortitude of 
both: that their separation would be only for a 
moment, and they would soon rejoin each other kt 
a scene where affections would be for ever urn ted, 
and where death, disappointments, and misfor- 
tunes could no longer have access to them, or dis- 
turb their eternal felicity. 

Ikhad been intended to execute the lady Jane 
and her ' husband on Tower-Hill j but the coun- 
cil, dreading the compassion of the people, chan- 
ged their orders, and directed their being beheaded 
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within the verge of the Tower. She saw her has* 
band led to execution 5 and having given him from 
the window some token of her remembrance, wait* 
ed with tranquility the fatal hour of her own death ; 
she even saw his headless body carried back, and 
felt more confirmed by what she heard respecting 
his constancy to the end, than shaken by so tender, 
and melancholy a sight. 

Sir John Gage, constable of the Tower, when 
he led her to execution, solicited some snail token 
as a perpetual memorial of her. She gave him 
her table book, where she had jost written three 
sentences on seeing her husband's dead body J one 
in Greek, another in Latin, and a third in English ; 
importing — that human justice was against his 
body 5 but that divine mercy would be favourable 
to his soul ; that if her feult deserved punishment, 
her youth at least, and her imprudence, were wor- 
thy of excuse ; and that God and posterity , she 
trusted^ would show her favour. 

On the scaffold she made a speech to the spec- 
tators, in which the mildness of her disposition led 
her to take the blame wholly on herself, without 
Uttering one complaint against the cruelty with 
which she was treated ; but observed her fault was- J 
not her laying hand on the crown, but her not re- 
jecting it with sufgciept constancy : then recoup** 
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krg alt the* merits of her own works, she professed 
her exclusive dependance on the sacrifice and mer- 
its of Christ for salvation : after which, kneeling 
down, she read the fifty-first psalm ; then standing 
up again/ she caused herself to be disrobed by her; 
women ; and with a steady, serene countenance, 
submitted herself to the executioner, saying, "Lord, 
into thine hand I commend my spirit and in* 
stantly one stroke severed her head from her body. 

Thus fell this incomparable woman, who (at 
one justly observes) possessed a faith which unn 
formiy produced a christian life ; which trium- 
phantly trampled on the sting of death, ana* spread 
a glory round the Lady Jane, that eclipsed the faint 
lustre of the superstitious and cruel Queen Maryow 
her throne- 
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Was daughter to Henry IT. King of Navarrfj 
and Margaret of Orleans, sister of Francis I. King 
of Fiance. She was carefully educated in |he 
protectant faith from her childhood, to which sfce 
most steadfastly adhered all h«er days, though con- 
tinually exposed to the malice and ^machination* 
«f most powerful popish enemies on that account. 

Bishop Burnet says, respecting her, that " She! 
both received the reformation, and brought kex «sto* 
, jeett to it; that she not only tefottpfi^ \«t w*% 



fll QUEEN OF NAVARRE. 

Wit her whole principality to such a degree, that 
the golden age seemed to have returned under her : 
or rather, Christianity appeared again, with its prim- 
itive purity and lustre." 

This illustrious queer*, being invited to attend 
the marriage o^ her son* (afterwards Henry IV. 
King of France) with the sister of the French king, 
ftril'a victim to the plots and cruelty of the French 
court against the protestant religion.— However, 
that religious fortitude and genuine piety, with, 
which she was peculiarly endued} did not desert 
her in this great conflict, and at the approach *f 
death. . 

To*ome about her she said, " I receive all this 
as from the hand of God, my most merciful Father : 
nor have I, during my extremity, feared to die, 
much less murmured against God for inflicting this 
chastisement upon me ; knowing that whatsoever 
he does to me, he so orders it, that in-the end, it 
shall turn to my everlasting good." 

When she saw her- ladies^ weeping about her 
bed, .she said, " Weep not for me, I pray you : for 
God, - by this sickness, calls me hence, to enjoy a 
better life; and now I shall enter into the desir-. 
ed haven, towards which this frail vessel of mine^ 
has been a long time steering." 
. She expressed much concern for her children $ 
yet doubted not that God, who had been her Pro- 



JANE, QUEEN OF NAVARRE. 19 

tector in all afflictions, would be a Father and Pro- 
tector to them. " I therefore," said she u commit 
them wholly to his government and fatherly care. 
I believe that Christ is my only Mediator and Sav- 
iour, and I look for salvation from no other." She 
sweetly yielded up her spirit into the hands of 
God, June 9th, 1572, in the forty-fourth year of 
her age. 

This beloved queen, though taken away by 
poison, seemed to be mercifully housed from the 
storm which soon burst upon the Protestants, on 
the 24th of August following, the day of the black 
and bloody massacre of Paris ! the beginning of 
a slaughter of one hundred thousand of the reform- 
ed^ The horrors of that dismal night cannot be 
conceived, much less expressed. The tolling of the 
bell of St. Germain was the fatal signal for the 
commencement of this inhuman, fiend-like butche- 
ry. The popish murderers ravaged the whole 
city of Paris, and butchered, in three days, about 
ten thousand, lords, gentlemen, presidents,' coun- 
sellors, advocates, lawyers, physicians, merchants, 
tradesmen, and others : even children were in- 
volved in the destruction ; and the palace-gates of 
the king (the pope's head human butcher) were 
all besmeared with the blood of God's saints. 
Tea, as if this had been a transaction of immortal 
2 
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>glory, medals were struck at Paris, in honour of 
the demon-like act : and when the news reached 
Rome, a jubilee was granted ; the people were en. 
joined to go every where to church, and bless God 
for the success of the action : and it was decreed 
that the pope and his cardinals should march to 
the church of St. Marks, and in the most solemn 
manner give God thanks for so great a blessing to^ 
the see of Rome, and to the Christian world. 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LADY 
MARY VERE. 

This Lady descended from most respectable 
ancestors ; one of whom, William Tracy, Esq. of 
Toddingtotf, was, for his sound profession of faith, 
contained in his last will and testament, condemn- 
ed to have his body taken from the grave and 
burned two years after his decease, which, sentence 
was executed in the reign of Henry the eighth. 

Her mother dying three years after her birth, 
and her father when she was only eight years oi 
age, left her an early orphan in the world, and oc- 
casioned her choosing for her motto, " God will 
provide." 

, b her nineteenth year ste 
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l r William Hobby, by whom she had two sons, both 
^ of whom died young, admired for their parts, and 
k beloved for their piety. Her second husband wat 
^ Sir Horace Vere, baron of {Tilbury, memorable for 
><j his valour in the field of battle, and who could 
to . wrestle with God as well as fight with men. His 
jjj beloved lady used to say, she " honoured him for 
t0 fab valour, but more so for the grace of God that 
shone in him." For, unstained piety was hi* 
crowning glory. 

But, passing her civil distinctions, let us present 
her spiritual excellencies, which communicated so 
H intrinsic a value to her person. " She was a 
faithful woman, and feared God above many;" 
jjg > and frequently was heard most solemnly to say, 
* 0, 1 would not sin against my God." Her zeal 
jj] .for both the public and private worship of God was 
^ very eminent, which was practically manifested by 
w her care to provide able and faithful ministers for 
t .those parishes in her disposal, by he* constant at- 
tendance on public worship with her family ; by 
her most reverent devotion while attending' the hb- 
Q Jy. ordinances and sacraments of God's houfce; 

and, by her carrying devotion home to her private 
y habitation, making her house a little sanctuary con- 

1 «eciated to God by family and closet reli^vow. 
f Her Jove to God was not on\y exYt\Ynte& VjV** 



IS 



LADY MART VERB. 



active obedience to his precepts, but by her cheer- 
ful submission to his every providential dispensa- 
tion ; and, if her ardent love to God ever deviated 
from the path of rectitude, it was in her vehement 
desires and longings to depart and be with Christ ; 
on which account she was one of the very few who 
seeded the excellent Mr. Dodd's exhortation : 
" To be content and patient, though not taken up 
to heaven as soon as we desire." 

Thus she continued till a good old age, glorifying 
her God and Saviour by an uniformity of holy 
walk, by a remarkable faith, a singular humility, a 
lively affection to God's ministers and people, and 
a diffusive and most liberal charity towards the poor 
and afflicted. " I tell you," said she to one of her 
servants, " I had rather part with the gown from i 
my back, than the poor should want." Yet her I 
benevolence was without noise, and her whole de- 
pendance was in Christ. s 

The last words ber worn out body were heard to s 
utter, were, "How shall I do to be thank Ail ? How 
shall I do to praise my God ?" Thus she died in the 
Lord, Dec. 25th, 1671, either in her ninetieth or 
ninety- first year, receiving from her God a remark- 
able long life here, and a crown of salvation above. 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LADY 
ELIZABETH LANGHAM. 



This noble and pious person was a descendant 
from the house of Huntingdon, a family not only 
illustrious for noble blood, but for several female 
branches eminently distinguished for superior 
grace and usefulness. 

The mother of this lady was designated u mofg 
than a common person, more than a common 
Christian/' by whose means it pleased God to bless 
her daughters; but especially this lady, whose 
ductile soul received the best and most durable of 
impressions from the principles and practices of 
her mother. 

The very childhood of the Lady Elizabeth pos- 
sessed a special excellency in it, which presaged 
an interesting futurity. The seeds of religion not 
only produced early bads and blossoms, but also 
eariy fruit ; for from her infancy she was truly and 
conscientiously dutiful and obedient to her parents, 
so that her mother has been heard to say of her, 
t " she was a child who had never offended her pa- 
rents in all her life j w . and her piety to her parents 
was accompanied with a peculiar proficiency in 
ail practical godliness, especially m refetwfc \» 
her fulfilling her promises, ie»Amt&u$ V«* 
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from idle conversation, and manifesting the strict- 
est modesty, which was beautifully blended with 
the most attractive courtesy. Hence her lovely 
life was called a practical comment upon Eph. v. 
15. " See that ye walk circumspectly." 

Also, her outward deportment was united to a 
most tender conscience, which took an alarm at 
the appearance of the smallest sin, and those early 
blossoms of religion were not, as too often occurs, 
blasted before she arrives at maturer years ; for as 
she grew in years she grew in grace, in knowledge 
of God, and communion with him. Her life was 
devoted to prayer and meditation, and perusing 
the Holy Scriptures, in which she spent a conside- 
rable portion of her time, properly estimating that 
so precious a thing as time was infinitely too valu- 
able to be spent about masques, interludes, plays, 
and such like games. 

Such was her devotion towards her God, and in 
her connection with which she knew and practised 
her duty towards her neighbours ; which, in mutf 
tiplied instances, she performed to the glory ol 
God, and the temporal and spiritual good of man* 
< kind. Here, perhaps, it may be profitable to notej 
she always declared a great abhorrence of tale-beaa 
ing, the bane of friendship and affection ; and w 
swered ia a peculiar degree what i\» a^os/™ 
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scribed of charity : For 1 Cor. xiii. 4. was an epi- 
tome of her life. 

At last the small pox, disguised under the relics 
of a fever, seized her mortal frame, and during the 
twilight of hopes and fears which agitated her phy- 
sicians and telations, she, always appeared with St. 
Paul in Phil. i. 23. " To have a desire to depart,, 
and be with Christ Yea, entreated her dear and 
weeping husband, " not to pray for her life, but for , 
her soul, that God would fit her to die ; or if be 
pleased to recover her, he would sanctify her af- 
fliction, and give "her grace to pay her vows to 
God." But after bearing the precious fruits of pa- 
tience, and conflicting with temptations, her Heav- 
enly Father first gave her a sight of the better 
country, of her title to it, and interest In it ; and 
then released her from the tabernacle of earth, to 
inhabit an eternal house above not made with , 
hands. 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE MARY, 
COUNTESS OF WARWICK. 

This Lady was the seventh daughter of Rich- 
ard Boyle, first Earl of Cork, and was married to 
Charles Rich, Earl of Warwick. 

From her own confession it a^fem^H ^os*w^ 
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she had received an excellent education, and had 
been carefully instructed in the grounds of religion 
in her youth, yet that she understood nothing of 
the life and power of religion upon her heart, or 
had any spiritual sense of it till some years after 
her marriage ; yea, declared she had entered her 
husband's noble and pious family with prejudices 
against godliness, which however were dispersed 
like mists before the sun, and were succeeded by the 
most cordial approbation of the things of God. 

In this great and saving work the providence of 
God made use of afflictions and retirement, of a 
preached Gospel, and Christian conversation; 
whereby, the Lord gradually drew her from the 
pleasures and vanities of the world, to a life of 
union and fellowship with Himself. After which 
happy change her religion was in good earnest, for 
she made the severest scrutiny into the state of her 
soul, and most unreservedly devoted herself to the 
love, fear, and service of God. 

Many years before her death she began to keep 
a diary, consulting two persons whom she called 
" her soul friends," respecting the best manner of 
performing it; wherein she recorded her daily 
frame of soul towards her God, and the providence 
and grace of God towards herself and others, or 
whatever was useful for cauXvon ot «bluwsw^ 
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roent, or would afford matter for thankfulness or 
humility. 

She was a woman of fervent and constant private 
prayer. She prayed in prayer. Prayer was her 
element in which she lived and died. For, on the 
day of her death, she spent an hour of ardent se- 
cret prayer to God, and used to entitle prayer 
" her heart' 8 ease." y 

But ifshe'excelled in any particular thing, it was 
ixi meditation. She usually spent two hours every 
morning in such meditation, extracting honey from 
all occurrences ; — whole volumes of which she has 
left behind her. 

Nor was she less solicitous to benefit others, but 
was filled with a seraphic zeal for the glory of God, 
and a flaming love for immortal souls, which enga- 
ed her to promote religion to the utmost, both in 
a public and private channel, even using personal 
labours, and in melting and powerful strains, aim 
to rescue souls from ruin. 

Such was the amiable and beloved Countess of 
Warwick in her life, and her death was corres- 
pondent. 1 Just prior to her departure she addres- 
sed some ladies, saying, " Well, ladies, if I were 
one hour in heaven, 1 would not be again with 
you, much as I love you and soon after she died 
in the actual exercise of prayer, realizing what she 



24 HA*. CATHERINE BBETTERO. 



had often solicited : " That if she might choose 1 
manner and circumstance of her death, she wo< 
die praying." 



MRS. CATHERINE BRETTERG. 

Catherine Bretterg was born in Cheshi 
about the year 1580. From a child (like Timo 
of old,) she was a diligent student in the H 
Scriptures ; she was temperate in her use of 
lawful things of this world, and carefully avoided 
' vain pleasures and fashions of the world. Thect 
pany of God's people was her delight ; and it \ 
her pleasure to resort to the sanctuary of 
Lord. 

She was so blameless in her whole course 
life, that the enemies of religion had nothing ji 
ly to say against her ; and all the people of C 
who knew her, held her in the highest estimati 

This excellent woman, in the commencemen 
her last sickness, was grievously exercised u 
great conflicts of soul ; but she was mercifully s 
ported under this severe trial ; aud in the fuk 
of time the victory was graciously communicatee 
her. Her dependance on God for relief of m 
from her state of trial is beautifully manifested 
the following holy and fervent prayer : — " O L 
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f God of my salvation, help my weakness, plead my 
cause, for in thee do 1 trust ! O blessed Saviour, ' 
I perfect the work, I humbly beseech thee, which 
thou hast begun in me." 

Also, her gratitude to God for deliverance from 
her conflict, is suitably expressed in the subsequent 
" thanksgiving Oh, my God, blessed be thy 
name for evermore; who hath shown me the path 
of life. Thou didst, O Lord, hide thy face from 
me for a little season, but with everlasting mercy 
thou hast had compassion on me. And now, bles- 
sed Lord, thy comforting presence is come; yea, 
Lord, thou hast had respect to thy handmaid, and 
art come with fulness of joy, and abundance of 
consolation." 

When the time of her departure was near at 
hand, with a sweet countenance she lifted up her ' 
I feeble voice, saying, " My warfare is accomplish- 
ed, and my iniquity is pardoned. Lord, whom have 
i I in heaven but thee ? and I have none on earth 
1 besides thee." After which, she prayed, and 
praised God again, and soon yielded up her soul 
s in joy and peace to her Creator and Redeemer. 
5 She died May 31st, 1601, aged twenty-two years. 
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perfect work. After which she expired almost in- 
sensibly ; enjoying an easy passage to that happi- 
ness which is the free gift of God through Jesul 
Christ our Lord. 



MRS. JUW MARIA SCHURMAN. 

This lady was a descendant of a noble protest- 
ant family in Germany, and was' born at Cologne 
in 1-607. The powers of her mind were very 
great, which she employed in the acquisition of a 
very considerable stock of literature, and became 
skilled in many languages ; for the Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew were so familiar to her, that she not 
only wrote, but spoke them fluently, to the sur- 
prise of many learned men : in addition to which, 
she had a competent knowledge of the liberal arts 
and sciences, and was held in the highest reputa* 
tion by several, of the greatest learning in her time. 

In the latter part of her life, the religious tem- 
per of her mind, and feelings of her heart, increas- 
ed ; and setting little value on her literary honours, 
or extraordinary accomplishments, she became 
most zealously concerned to obtain the favour of 
God, as the richest of treasures and highest of 
pleasures. After this great change of sentiments 
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her God ;. affliction was doubled, when prevented 
thereby from entering his earthly courts ; for the 
public ordinances of that public day, were to her 
soul like a young heaven upon earth. In short, 
she had the knowledge of a divine ; the faith, ho- 
liness, and zeal of a real Christian ; the wisdom of 
the serpent, joined to the innocency of the dove. 
She had the power of godliness, and spread a glo- 
ry over her profession : serious, but not melan- 
choly; cheerful, but without levity. She. was 
thankful to God for all his mercies, possessed the 
deepest views of her need of Jesus, depended ex- 
clusively on his merits and satisfaction, and re- 
nounced all her own works in the grand article of 
justification before God. 

In her concentrated the various excellencies of 
the several eminent women on sacred writ : She 
was A Sarah to her husband ; 

A Eunice to her children; 

A Lois to her grand children ; 

A Lydia to God's ministers; 

A Martha to her guests ; 

A Dorcas to the poor ; and 

An Ann to her God, 
The conclusion of her life was a long confine- 
ment — first to her chamber, \Yw& \o Ytft 
and last of all to her bed-, tat^titaa^^^ 
3 . 



ftg PRINCESS ELIZABETH OF THE RHINE. 




PRINCESS ELIZABETH OF THE RHIJVEL 

This Lady was the eldest daughter of Frederic 
5th, Elector Palatine and King of Bohemia, by 
Ann, daughter of James 1st, King of England, 
and was born in the year 1 620. ' 

She possessed only a small territory. But gov* 
erned it with great judgment and attention to the 
happiness of her subjects ; she made it a rule to . 
hear, one day in every week, all such cases as were 
brought before her, and on these occasions her wis- 
dom, justice, and moderation, were very conspicu- 
ous. She frequently remitted forfeitures in cases 
where the parties were poor, or in any respect 
worthy of favour. It was also remarkable that 
she often introduced religious considerations as 
motives to harmonize contending parties. 

In the year 1677, the famous William Penn 
paid her a visit, and was treated by her with great 
respect. The following account of her is taken 
from his works : 

" The meekness and humility of this princess 
was extraordinary ; she never considered the qual- j 
ity, but merit of her visiters ; and if she heard/ 
of any retired man seeking the knowledge of a betj 
ter world, she was sure to set him down in th< 
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fttalogue of her charity, if he wanted it. I have 
asualiy seen, I believe, fifty tokens of her benev- 
>ler»ce sealed and directed to the several poor 
objects of her bounty, whose distance prevented 
hem from being personally known to her. Thus, 
hough she kept no sumptuous table in her own 
:ourt, she spread the tables of the poor in their 
solitary cells. 

" She was abstemious in her living, and in ap- 
>arel void of all vain ornaments ; but her mina" 
lad a noble prospect, for her eye was to the best 
ind most lasting inheritance. Being once at Ham- 
burg, a religious person (whom she went to see 
for the sake of religion) remarked to her, * It was 
too great an honour for him to receive a visitant of 
Iter quality, who was allied to so many great 
tings and princes of this world ; to which she 
jumbly replied, ' If they were religious as well as 
great, it would be an honour indeed , but if you 
knew what that greatness is, as well as I do, you 
jronld value it less.' 

" After a religious meeting we had with her, she 
pas much affected, and said, ' It is a hard thing to 
faithful to what one knows. O the way is 
itraight ! / I am afraid I am not weighty enough in 
my spirit to walk in it.' 

"J cannot forget her test viotfo^V^Vxa^ 
3* 
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leave of her 5 < Let me/ said she, c desire yqu to 
remember me, though I live at so great a dis- 
tance, and you should never see me more. Be 
assured that though my condition subjects me to 
divers temptations, yet my soul has strong desires 
after the best things.' 

" She lived till the age of sixty years, and then 
died at her house in Herwerden,in the year 168O, 
as much lamented as she had been beloved by her 
people. To her real worth, I do, with a religious 
gratitude, dedicate this memorial." 



LADY RACHEL RUSSELL. 

This Lady was the daughter of the Earl of 
Southampton, and was born 1636. Naturally 
she possessed a noble mind, a solid understand- 
ing, and an amiable and benevolent temper ; and 
spiritually she affords us an eminent instance/ 
and a highly instructive example of the power of 
real religion, even in the greatest storms of afflic- 
tion. 

About the year 1669, she was married to the 
great, the good, but the unfortunate William Lord 
Russell, son of the Earl of Bedford, who was era 
ettjr and unjustly beheaded, July 21, wl tbg 
i^eya of Charles the 2d. 1 
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During the sad period of her beloved and illus- 
trious husbands' troubles, she conducted herself 
with a mixture of the most tender affection and the 
most surprising magnanimity. She appeared in 
court at his (rial ; and when the attorney-general 
told him "He might employ one of his servants in 
waiting to take notes of the evidence for his use/' 
Lord Russell answered, " he asked none, but that 
of the lady who sat by him." The spectators, at 
these words, turned their eyes and beheld the 
daughter of the virtuous Southampton, rising up 
to assist her lord in this his utmost distress : a 
thrill of anguish instantly ran through the assembly. 
After his condemnation she threw herself at the 
king's feet, and pleaded the great merits and. loy- 
alty of her father, in order to save her husband; 
but his majesty, with dry eyes and a stony heart, 
refused her request, though the daughter of that 
Southampton who was the best friend he ever had 
in his life. 

When the painful day of separation came, her 
conduct was still worthy of the highest admiration ; 
for, without a sigh or tear, she spoke the last fare- 
well to her husband, and he parted from his lady 
with a composed silence, observing, after her de- 
parture, " The bitterness of death is now ^aaft.," 
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For they loved and esteemed each other bejond 
expression. 

After his death she was concerned to behave 
herself properly under the afflicting hand of God, 
and to fulfil the duties which now devolved ex- 
clusively upon herself, in the care, education, dis- 
posal, and happiness of her children ; those living 
remains of her lord, who had been so dear to him, 
and who were for his sake as well as her own so 
dear to herself. 

The following short extracts from a few of her 
letters evince the spirituality of her mind, the ben- 
efits she derived from hei afflictions, and her com- 
fortable hopes of future rest and felicity : 

Lady Russell to Doctor Fitzwilliam. • 

" You, my friend, who knew us both, and how 
we lived, must allow I have just cause to bewail 
my loss, I know it is common with others to lose 
a friend ; but few can glory in the happiness of 
giving with such an one, and few consequently can 
lament the like loss. Who must but shrink at such 
a blow, till, by the mighty aid of the Holy Spirit, 
they let the gift of God, which he has put into their 
hearts, interpose} Ob, if I did iteadfrtA? he- 
Jleve, I could not be dejected : fot I V\\\fco\\*yaa*. 
**>fselfto say, I offer my mind any \i\fex\ot 
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ration to supply this loss ! No ; I most willingly 
forsake this world — this vexatious, troublesome 
world, in which I have no other business than to 
rid my soul from sin, and secure my eternal in- 
terest ; to bear with patience and courage my em- 
inent misfortunes, and ever, hereafter, to be above 
the smiles and frowns of it ; and having finished 
tfoe remnant of the work appointed me on earth, 
joyfully to wait for the heavenly perfection in 
God's good time, when, by his infinite mercy, I 
may be counted worthy to enter into the same place 
of rest and repose, where he is gone for whom I 
grieve. 

From the enticing delights of the world, I can af- 
ter this event be better weaned. I was too rich in 
possessions while I possessed him. All relish now is 
gone. I bless God for it, and pray I may more and 
more turn the stream of my affection upwards, and 
set my heart upon the ever-satisfying perfections 
of God; not starting at his darkest providences, 
but remembering continually, that either his glory, 
justice, or power, is advancing by every one of 
them ; and that mercy is over all his works, as we 
shall one day, with ravishing delight, behold ! 

" It is the grace of God which disposes me to 
ask after, and thirst after, sucVv cw&facVt vt'tafe 
world cannot give; what comfotY* \X >8?^^ 
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am most sure I have felt, and experienced to be 
uncertain and perishing. Such I will never more, 
the grace of God assisting, seek after; and yet I 
expect a joyful day after some mournful ones ; and 
though I walk sadly through the valley of death, I 
will fear no evil ; humbling myself under the 
mighty hand of God, who will save in the day of 
trouble. He knows my sorrows, and the weakness 
of my person ; I commit myself and mine to him." 

To Lady Essex, she wrote as follows : 

" I beseech God, one day, to speak peace to- 
our afflicted minds, and not to suffer us to be dis- 
appointed of our great hope; but we must wait 
for our day of consolation, till this world passes 
away. An unkind and trustless world this has 
been to us. Why it has been such God knows 
best. All his dispensations serve the end of his 
providences; and they are ever beautiful and 
must be good, and good to every one of us ; and 
even those dismal ones are to us, if we can bear 
evidence to our own souls, that we are better for 
our afflictions ; which is often the case with those 
who suffer wrongfully. We may reasonably believe 
our friends have found that rest we yet but hope 
for ; and what better comfort can you or I dcteire 
in this vajley of the shadow of death we are wklk- 
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ing through ? The rougher our path is, the more 
delightful and ravbhing will be the exchange/ 7 

She survived Lord Russell above forty years, 
aod continued his widow to the end of her life. 
She died in 1723, in the eighty seventh year of 
her age. 

Her declaration just before her peaceful end 
was, " God has not denied me the support of his 
Holy Spirit, in this my long day of calamity ; but 
has enabled me, in some measure, to rejoice in 
htm as my portion for ever. He has provided a 
remedy for all our griefs, by Jiis sure promises of 
another life ; where there is no death, nor any 
pain or trouble, but fulness of joy in the presence 
of him who made us, and who will love us for eveh" 



MRS. JJVSTE RATCLIFFE. 

Was born 1638$ her superior faith and god- 
liness render her a proper subject for these me- 
moirs. 

In early life she indulged herself in many of the 
follies and vanities of her time ; but being convinced 
of their fatal tendency, she utterly renounced them, 
v and placed her affections on those things which 
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concerned her eternal peace. At her entrance up- 
on religion she rather feared than loved God, but 
he afterwards quieted her troubled spirit, and set- 
tled her in the comforts of his love. We pass 
over the intermediate parts of her circumspect 
life, and come to the closing scene; there she ap- 
peared to be lifted high above the love of life and 
the fears of death. The following is an extract 
from her own expressions : 

" I desire to die," said she, " because I want, 
while I live here, the glorious presence of God, 
which 1 love and long for ; and the sweet fellow- 
ship of angels and saints, who would be glad to see 
me wjth them, as I should be to see them about 
me, and who would entertain me with unwearied 
delight. 

" I desire to die, because while I live, I shall 
want the perfection of nature, and be as an 
estranged and banished child from my fathers 
house. 

" I desire to die, because I wonld not live to 
offend so good a God, and grieve his Holy Spirit : 
for his loving kindness is better than life, and he 
is abundant in mercy to me; and the fear of dis- 
pleasing him often lies as a heavy load upon my 
heart. 

desire to die, because y*ox\& \* V&taxd 
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with the plague of sin, and I myself am tainted 
, with the same disease ; so that while I live here 

I shall be in danger of being infected, and of infect- 
, ing others. 

" I desire to die, because nothing in this world 
can give me solid and durable contentment. 
! " With regard to my children, I am not troubled ; 
for that God who hath given them life and breath, 
and all they have, while I am living, can provide for 
P tbem when I am dead. — My God will be their God 
! if they be his ; and if not, what comfort will it be 
for me to live to behold it ? Life would be bitter 
to roe if I should see them dishonour God, whom I 
«o greatly love. 

" I fear not death, because it is but the separa- 
tion of the soul from the body, and that is but a 
shadow of the body of death. Rom. vii. 24. 
Whereas the separation of the soul from God by 
sin, and of soul and body for sin, is death indeed. 
Isaiah lix. 2". 

u I fear not death, because it is a foe which has 
been often vanquished, and because I am armed 
agains,! it; and the weapons of my warfare are 
mighty through God, and I am assured of victory." 

For her comfort in her last hours she composed 
some particulars of the principal mercies and bless- 
ings she had received from her God. 

4 
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"How shall I," she observed, " praise God fa 
my conversion ?— for his word, both in respect ef 
my love to it, and the wonderful consolation 1 have 
had from it ?— for hearing ray prayers ?— for god- 
ly sorrow ?— for fellowship with the godly ? — for 
joy in the Holy Spirit ? — for the desire of death ?— 
for contempt of the world ?— for private helps and 
comforts ?— for giving me some strength against 
my sins ?— for preserving me from gross evils, 
both before and after my calling r" f 

In the last sickness, which was of long continu- 
ance, she was deeply sensible of the dangers and 
miseries that attend our progress through life; 
and often implored God to remove her into a bet- 
ter world, saying, in the words of David, " Make 
haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation ! .Be pleas- 
ed, O Lord, to deliver me ! O Lord make haste to 
help me !" And at length she was relieved in the 
most comfortable manner ; for her spirit departed 
from her body when it was expected she had only 
fallen asleep. She thus calmly entered into rest, 
on August 17th, 1638. 

MRS. AJSTJST RAYNAUD, 

Was descended from an ancient and respectable 
family in Lancashire, and born in the year 1672* 
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She possessed great powers of mind, understood 
the classical languages, and made considerable ac- 
quisitions in arts and sciences ; but after all those 
attainments and endowments, she declared, with 
St. Paul, "That she counted all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
our Lord." PhiK Hi. 8. 
Thus she wisely accounted ,all human learning 
j as worth but little, unless used as. a handmaid to 
religion. "What avails," said she, "Solomon's 
skill in the works of nature, if by nature we are 
not brought to see the God of nature ? What 
avails being skillful in astronomy, if we never stu- 
dy to arrive at those blessed regions ? What ad- 
vantage is skill in arithmetic, if we do not learn to 
number our days, ancTapply our hearts to wisdom ? 
What use is it for a physician to know either how 
to prevent or heal the diseases of the body, if he 
knew not where to find the balm of Gilead, the 
wine and oil of the good Samaritan, to pour into 
the wounds of his own soul ? 

The mind of this excellent female was highly 
lifted above the gaieties and splendours of this vain 
world. She knew the sweet pleasures of reli- 
gion, and had no relish for minor felicities. She 
most highly venerated her God, and made it her 
constant work to promote his honour. She bitterly 
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deplored the errors, follies, and vices of the age; 
and not only made strong intercessions with God 
on their behalf, but sought their benefit by friendly 
reproof and the best of counsels. Thus she lived ; 
and in this delightful work her master found her 
when he called her to a better world. The period 
of her life and labours were of snort duration, for 
at the youthful age of twenty- five years, she died 
at Barnes, in Surry, on June 12th, 1697. 
^ Upon her grave is the following inscription : 

'^Mortals, bow few among your race 
Have given this thought its weight : 

That on this slender moment hangs 
Your everlasting state l n 



QUEEN MARY, COJWSORT OF WILLIAM 
THE THIRD, 

Was the daughter of James the second, and was 
born in the year 1 66 1. From earliest life she was 
most happily disposed, being good and gentle,- 
before she was capable of knowing it was her dutji 
to be so j which temper continued through all hem 
childhood, so that she never gave, in the whole! 
, course of her education, one occasion for reprooG 
And io connexion with the most awab\eA«m\ftt^>\4 
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possessed a great understanding, and a mind high* 
ly cultivated with the most useful learning and 
knowledge. 

She was married, when sixteen years of age, 
to the Prince of Orange and went to reside m 
Holland, where she deservedly gained universal 
esteem and affection ; but her greatest ornament 
was a truly religious temper, which made her view 
with indifference all the honours of her exalted 
station, and seek for her highest pleasures in doing 
good, in peace of mind, and in the hope of a better 
life. 

In proof of her superior merit, King William, 
who best knew her excellency and his own Iosb 
by her decease, declared to Dr, Tennison, when 
endeavouring to comfort him ; " I cannot but 
grieve, since I have lost a wife who in seventeen 
years, never was guilty of an indiscretion. Dur- 
ing the whole course of our marriage, I never 
perceived the least fault in her ; she possessed a 
worth which nobody knew but myself." 

In Queen Mary, real religion shone amidst the 
magnificence of a court, and the sunshine of worldly 
prosperity ; for it is a principle of universal agen- 
cy, adapted on one hand as * lttt* ^gwiw*Hfs^>». 
* 4» 
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prosperity, and on the other as a sovereign remedy 
for all the calamities of human life. 

This good queen spent a great part of her time 
in perusing the Holy Scriptures and other pious 
/books, and was most thoroughly established in the 
principles of the reformation. 

Also her compassion to the poor and afflicted 
was eminently liberal 5 but the crowning act of 
her charity was an exact conformity to the gospel 
rule : for none knew to whom or what she gave, 
but those whom she was obliged to employ in 
communicating her bounty to others. 

Her religion was an occasion of bitterness to 
the wicked, for the aboundings of impiety, blasphe- 
my, and open contempt to all good, much prevailed 
around her, and gave her a secret horror, a gloomy 
prospect for the nation, and a mind filled with 
most melancholy- reflections ; and when any of 
the wicked pretended zeal for the crown, she of* 
ten said, "Can a blessing be expected from such 
hands, or on any thing that must pass through 
them." Next to open impiety, the deadness and 
disunion among protestants in general, much af- 
flicted her, and caused her frequently to repeat 
with poignant regret, "Can such dry bones live ?" 
She bad an bumble view of herself, and made 
God her only refuge. In. ter bt\^oX«&\ *«mwwl% ^ofc 



LADY ELIZABETH HASTINGS. 4$ 



watched against security, holding the pleasures' of 
life with a true indifference ; and in affliction she 
found quietude and resignation : thus referring 
herself to God's disposal, she observed, "If she 
did not wish for death, she did not fear it." And 
when her dissolution appeared, she praised her 
God that she was willing and ready to die, yea, at 
the closing scene, the power of religion gave her 
such support as her last and greatest agonies could 
not shake. Thus died this most excellent prin- 
cess, passing from an earthly to a heavenly diadem, 
"a crown of glory that fadeth not away*" 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LADY 
ELIZABETH HASTINGS. 

This Lady was another branch of the noble fam- 
t Hy of Huntingdon, which produced " chief women 
| not a few." She was born Apiil 19th, 1682, and 
- in her life, sufferings, and death, we have a most 
lively proof of the efficacy of real religion. 

Her tender age was-remarkable for an ingenuous 
temper, a quickness of intellect, a flexibility of na- 
luref a benevolent spirit, and a solemn sense of di- 
Tj^tkAog*; and in dangerous asfteoX ^XSa^drx 
Mtwere guided and preserved Vol i8ae 
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rectitude, so that she was not merely kept fro 
grosser evils, but rose superior to the worJd, ao 
all its vain and trifling amusements. Through the 
whole course of life her lamp burned brightly, and ' 
in age diffused its light and influence to a wide ex- 
tent around her. 

It appears the principal aim of her life was to 
promote the glory of God, and the welfare of man- 
kind. Hence her extensive fortune, her personal 
talents, and every means she enjoyed were contin- 
ually employed for the benefit of her fellow-crea- 
tures, especially the stranger, the fatherless, the 
widow, the lame, the halt, the blind, the needy, and 
him that had no helper : thus she spent her noble 
life in imitation of her divine master, "going about 
doing good." 

Towards the close of life she experienced great 
bodily afflictions from a cancer in the breast, for 
which she underwent an amputation ; but in this 
and every affliction, "religion bore her spirits up," 
and kept her mind not only in a patient, but even 
grateful feeling. "I would not wish," said she, "to 
be out of my present situation for all the world, 
nor exchange it for any other, at any price." 

She was, sooner than expected, restored to a com- 
fortable state of health, and to that life of benefi- 
cence which was the joy of her heart j but her dis«» 
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order was only repressed for -a time, it appeared a- 
gain with new malignity, and at last put a termi- 
nation to her sorrows. 

A short period prior to her departure, impressed 
with a strong sense of tlie <Hvine goodness, she 
broke out in raised accents : "Lord ! what is it I 
tee ! Oh the greatness of the glory that is revealed 
in me ! that is before me ! So joy ful was her abun- 
dant entrance into the heavenly kingdom, where 
she was admitted 1740. Her life was adorned with 
the beauty of holiness. Her faith ventured exclu- 
lively on the righteousness and blood of Jesus fos 
salvation. She willingly bore the cross upon earth, 
md now sho wears the conqueror's crown above* 



MRS. ELIZABETH ROWE, 

Was the daughter of the Rev. Walter Signer, a 
rery respectable dissenting minister, and was born 
it llchester, in Somersetshire, in the year 1674. 

She discovered early proofs of the finest talents ; 
md as her strongest bent was to poetry, she began 
:o write verses at twelve years of age, for which 
;lass of writing she was peculiarly adapted by her 
possessing uncommon elements of miudy&vui ^ 
]uisite sensibility. 
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She manifested d pious and devout disposition, 
even when very young, for in one of her pious ad- 
dresses, she herself thus speaks to God : "My in* 
fant hands were early lifted up to thee, and I soon 
learned to know the God of my fathers." 

Her uncommon merit and splendid accomplish- 
ments procured her many suitors ; but her choice 
was a Mr. Thomas Ro we, a gentleman of great worth 
and learning, to whom she was married, 1710. 
This connexion proved happy, but was of short 
duration ; for the husband of her youth died of a 
consumption at twenty-eight years of age, having 
lived with his amiable consort scarcely five 'years. 
The elegy which she composed on his death is 
one of her best poems. 

After the decease of her dear and only husband, 
the world appeared less attractive than ever. She 
retired to her estate at Frome, and there spent the 
residue of her days. In this retreat the religious 
temper other soul increased, and here she wrote 
the greater part of her works. 

Her book, entitled " Devout Exercises of the 
Heart," has been extensively read and commend- 
ed. This work she sealed up, and directed to be 
delivered to Dr. Watts, after her decease ; with a_, 
letter to him, giving an account both of the woij 
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of herself. The letter contains so much of 
Christian that we shall insert a part of it here ; 
The reflections were occasionally written, and 
for my own improvement ; but I am not with* 
tope that they may have the same salutary e& 
m some pious minds, as the reading the expe- 
es of others had on my own soul. The exper- 
tal part of religion has generally a greater in* 
ce than the theory of it ; and if, when I am 
Ting in the dust, those soliloquies should kindle 
me of divine love even in the heart of the low* 
nd most despised Christian, be the glory given 
e great spring of all grace and benignity. 
I have now done with all moral things, and all 
me is vast eternity i Eternity ! how transport- 
3 the sound ! as long as God exists, my being 
happiness are, I doubt not, secure. These 
tunded desires, which the wide creation can- 
imit, shall be satisfied for ever. I shall drink 
ie fountain head of pleasure, and be«refreshed 
the emanations of orignal life and joy. I 
I hear the voice of uncreated harmony, speak- 
peace and ineffable consolation to my soul. 
I expect eternal life, not as a reward of merit, 
is a pure act of bounty. Detesting myself in 
y view I can take, I fly to the righteousness 
atonement of my great Redeemer, for patdon 
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and salvation : this is \pay only consolation and 
hope. Enter not into judgment, O Lord, with thy 
servant ; for in thy sight shall no flesh be justified. 
Through the blood of the Lamb I hope for an entire 
victory over the last enemy ; and that before this 
comes to you I shall have reached the celestial 

' heights 5 and, while you are reading these lines, I 
shall be adoring before the throne of God, where 
faith shall be tarned into vision, and these languish- 
ing desires satisfied with the full fruition of immor- 
tal love." Amen. 

On the commencement of the attack which first 
threatened her life, she complained that her mind 
was not quite so serene and prepared to meet death 
as usual ; but from the Contemplation of the atone- 
ment and intercession of Christ, she afterwards de- 
rived such confidence and satisfaction, that she, ex- 
claimed with tears of joy," Fknow not that I ever felt 
the like in all my life/' She had almost recovered 
her usual health, and had been conversing with a 
friend, in high spirits, when she retired to her cham- 
ber for extraordinary devotion, as was her custom on 
Saturday evenings. The servant shortly after heard 
a noise, and going to her mistress, found her Men 
on the Moor in an apoplexy, which terminated her 

life the next morning, Feb. 23, 1737, aged 63. 

-4 devotional book was lying opentafott \&\,«Nk 
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somelooie papers, on which she had written the 
following lines : 

"Oh guide], and Counsel, and protect my soul from sin ! 
O speak and let me know thy heavenly will ! 
And whisper heavenly comforts to my soul ! 



MRS. DARRACOTT. 

This lady was a descendant from those faithful 
witnesses for faith and a good conscience, the non- 
conformist ministers. She not only enjoyed the 
purest instruction in the knowledge of Christ from 
her infancy, but early in life realized the power and 
salvation of Christ her Redeemer, and gave her- 
self up to the Lord and to his church at seventeen 
years of age. Upon this early consecration to Ood 
she oftentimes afterwards reflected with gratitude 
and delight, observing, towards the end of her race, 
that she had been enabled to serve,the Lord nearly 
seventy years. 
At the age of twenty-eight she was married to 

; the Rev. Risdon Daracott, who was properly desig- 
nated "The star of the west but whose glorious 
course was suddenly interrupted ta} *xi saxYj teafcs 

Kin the forty-$econd jrear of his ^Vy3fc> 

5 
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dissolution of a Skost endeared connexion, Mrs J 
racott remained a wiltiow till death. 

With a mind weH instructed^ the mysterie 
the kingdom of heat en, combhred^ith/* coo* 
and diligent attention to secret religion, she at c 
honoured and adorned outwardly, and enjoyed 
ternally, the gospel of God our Saviour. Her 1 
and cheerful piety, rendered her, in most advan 
years, both as agreeable and esefol companioi 
her young acquaintances. 

She frequently dwelt with unusual pleasure 
ffie divine fidelity towardsr her through fife, ei 
dally since her widowhood j and reeommenc 
in the most encouraging manner, to her child 
said ehHdrens' children, to trust that God who 
performed all his precious promises to her % 
punctilious veracity. 

When infirmities and* years advanced on 
she Was confined from the public means of gr 
a privation she severely felt, and often said \ 
peculiar emphasis, "Lord, I have loved the ha 
ation of thy house, and the place where thy hoc 
dwelleth but as^&a word dwelt richly wMh 1 
She found the s weetestco&solatioos from recollec 
parts of Scripture, and drawing some of the sonf 
Zioa from the rich stores of hex rax&\\fad menu 
Eot some considerable tone m\^v\sswt 1 
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said to die daily, living in constant expectation of 
the approach of death. At length she received a 
more decisive summons of departure, about a week 
preceding the execution of the sentence ; but she 
lay without fear, or pain, or struggle, waiting her 
dismission. Her last words were, "Came dear Jesus, 
come," and the next day she breathed forth her 
spirit into the Redeemer's bosom. She died 28th 
Dec. 1739, aged eighty-six. 



MRS. TALBOT. 

This excellent lady was the wife and widow of 
*he Rev. Wm. Talbot, Rector of St. Giles 7 , Read- 
ing, Berks, an eminently evangelical, and holy 
minister, .whom she survived eleven years, and 
.who was the predecessor of the famous and Rev. 
Mr. Cadogan. 

Mrs. Talbot was a pattern , of female piety, 
-adorning the doctrines of God our Saviour in all 
things. She was a real helpmate to her hus- 
band, particularly in assisting him to visit the 
sick and needy, and in catechising the children 
| of his flock 5 and she rejoiced to share with him 
' in those crosses and reproaches v?Yi\c\\ vre *hl- 
Jain badge of the followers oi xYve 1ax&\* 
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In the dark\afflicted and unexpected dispense 
tion of her husbands death, she manifested a de» 
portment which did honour to her religion. He 
was in London on business when tidings arrived 
of his being ill of a putrid fever. Few can conceive 
of her distress of mind, and with what agony she 
wrestled with God on behalf of his soul and body. 
At last a sweet calm succeeded, and she felt such 
peace of mind as enabled her to give her beloved 
partner to the Lord, as a free-will offering, whether 
for life or death. From that moment, through 
grace, there was not a single murmur $ but " thy 
will be done !" was the language of her whole heart. 
Soon after, Mrs. Talbot received the awful tidings 
of his departure, but she seemed more like ah an- 
gel rejoicing to receive this new inhabitant into 
glory, than a destitute widow, losing her beloved 
partner, and her all on earth* 

After his dissolution she returned to Reading, 
to wait her own decease, and to become a nursing 
mother to her late husband's flock. There she 
employed her sacred hours in helping the poor and 
sick, in strengthening and comforting the young 
believers, and in praying for the conversion of the 
new vicar, who then preached salvation by the 
deeds of the law, and was a violent foe to evangel- 
ical doctrines, and to experimental religion, but 
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afterwards became valiant fot the truth, and 
to the last moment of his life, confessed, to 

iraise of God, that Mrs. Talbot was the prin« 
means of -leading him to the saving knowledge 

hrist. 

er life was uniform Christianity. Christ was 
ys precious. Her conversation was always 
ury and spiritual. She was always dead to 
world, and ripe for glory; and as a noble 
i expressed, " she never saw Mrs. Talbot, 
he seemed quite ready for her journey, with 
r thing packed up, and the carriage at the 
, .having nothing to do but to enter it, and 
her flight to glory.* 

1 the day she was sqised with her last iUness, 
said, " Jesus is all in all $ and frequently 
-ved, u That she felt as though all behind her 
were darkness and sorrow, and all before her 
light and gladness.*" Soon after she saio 1 . 

" Jerusalem, my happy home, 

46 O how I long for 4bee ! 

M When shall my labours have an end, 

" Thy joys wjben sMU see ?" 

>t .long before her flight the Rev. Mr.Cadogan 

1 her, "Who shall separate us from the love 

iris* ?" She answered, with \mcamiaout«^- 
5* 
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ture, « Nothing, nothing, nothing*" Her last 
words were, " pray, pray, pray, l" Her lips 
were still perceived to move, as though in prayer, 
and faintly to utter the words, a Shepherd and 
Guide !» 

Death in its lovliest form was now upon her 
i countenance, it was a sight calculated to confine 
the hope of every christian ; and while Mr. Ca- 
dogan committed her spirit to her God, she fell 
asleep without a groan, Nov. 1785, aged sixty. 



THE HlGHT HONOURABLE SELtNA 
COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON. 

This great peeress and great christian was the 
daughter of the Carl of Ferrers, was born Aug. 24, 
1707, and was married June 3, 1728, to Theoph* 
ilus, Carl of Huntingdon, both of which houses 
bear the royal arms of England, as descendants 
from her ancient monarch*. 

When about nine years of age, the sight of a 
corpse about her own age, carried to the grave, enga- 
ged her to attend the funeral, and there the first im- 
pressions of deep seriousness about an eternal 
World laid hold upon her consdetkce^wA^V^TfiWK^ 
tears she cried earnestly to God ^vpaH** 
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whenever be should be pleased to take her a way, 
he would deliver her from all her fears, and give 
her a bappy departure. She often afterwards vis- 
ited the grave, and always preserved a lively sense 
of the affecting scene* 

Though no clear views of divine truth had yet 
illuminated her mind, she frequently retired to her 
closet and poured out her heart to God ; but a dan- 
gerous illness having soon after this brought her to 
the grave, God graciously sanctified the dispensa- 
tion of his providence, in leading her tw renounce 
every other hope, and venture for salvation wholly 
upon. Jesus Christ ; her disorder speedily took a 
favourably turn, and she was not only restored to 
perfect bodily health, but raised up to spiritual life, 
and determined to walk in newness of life. 

The great change thus wrought on her ladyship 
became evident to all around her, by her open con- 
fession of that faith once delivered to the saints, and 
by her zealous support of the cause of God, amidst 
All the reproach with which it was attended. 

To the noble circle in which she moved, such 
professions and conduct appeared wonderously 
strange ; but she had set her face as a flint, and re- 
fused to be ashamed of Christ and mm. 
were not wanting some, inde^&,vAvo.> wABi^fc** 82 ** 
*diriendsMp,w^^ 
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bis authority ; but though he differed from bis lady 
in sentiment, he continued to manifest the same af- 
fection and respect, yet solicited she would oblige 
him by conversing with Bishop Benson on the sufc 
ject, to which request she readily acquiesced. . 

The venerable Bishop accordingly came, but she 
pressed him so hard with articles and homiKes, and 
so plainly and faithfully urged upon him the awful 
responsibility of his station -under *he great head 
of the church, that his temper was ruffled, and he 
rose up in haste to depart, bitterly lamenting that 
he had ever laid *his hands on George Whitfield, to 
whom he imputed, though without cause, the 
change wrought in her ladyship. She called him 
back, saying, "my lord, mark my words— when 
you come upon your dying bed, that wilt be one of 
the few ordinations you will reflect upon with com- 
placency." It deserves noticing, that theJMshop, 
on his dying bed, sent ten guineas to Mf. Whit- 
field, as atoken of his favour and approbation, and 
begged to he remembered by him in his prayers. 

Lady Huntingdon's heart was truly engaged to 
God, and she resolved, to her best abffity, to lay 
herself out to do good The poor around her 
were the natural objects of tier bounty. These 
she relieved In their necessities, visited in sickness, 
and Jed them t* their knees, praying with them 
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tad for them. The late Prince of Wales, -father ' 
oXbis present Majesty, one day in court, asked a 
lady of fasion, Lady Charlotte E * * *, where my 
Lady Huntingdon was that she so seldom visited 
the circle. Lady Charlotte replied . with a sneer,. 
"I suppose praying with her beggars." The prince, 
shook his head and said, "Lady Charlotte, when I 
am dying, I think I shall be happy to seize the 
sjf.ii t of Lady Huntingdon's mantle, to lift me up, 
wjth^herto heaven." , 
During Lord Huntingdon's life she warmly, es- 
poused the cause of God and truth ; though her. 
means were circumscribed, and her family engage- 
ments demanded much of her time and attention : 
but on the demise of her lord, she resolved to de- 
vpte herself wholly to the service of Christ, and 
the souls redeemed , by his blood ; her zealous heart 
cordially embraced all whom she esteemed real 
christians, butjin her own sentiment was Calvinistic ; 
according to the literal sense of the articles of the 
Church of England, and with an intention of use- 
fulness she opened her bouse in Park-street, for the 
preaching of the gospel ; supposing, as a peeress 
of the, realm, that she had an indisputable right to 
enjtfy^as her family chaplains, those ministers of 
the church whom she patronized. Cta 
fays her kitchen was filled ^»!t ^ 
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the sabbath, the great and noble- were invited to 
spend the evening in her drawing-room, where 
Messrs. Whitfield, Romaine,Jones, and others faith? 
Ailly addressed to them all the words of this life, 
and were heard with apparently deep and serious 
attention. 

The illness of her younger son, which proved 
fatal, had led her ladyship to Brighton for the safer 
o^ea-bathingi At *his place, the following si* 
gular fact occurred, which Lady Huntingdon- relay 
ted to Mr. Topiady, and which is published {row 
his own manuscript in his posthumous works : 

A gentlewoman who lived in the vicinity of 
Brighton, dreamed that a tall lady, whose dress 
she particularly noticed, would come to that town, 
and be an instrument of doing much good. It was 
about three years after this dream that Lady 
Huntingdon went thither; and one day the above 
woman met her ladyship in the street, and on see- 
ing her said, " Oh madam, you are come !" Lady 
Huntingdon, surprised at the singularity of such an 
address from an entire stranger, thought at first the 
woman was insane. " What do you know of me ?" 
asked the countess. " Madam/ 7 replied the per* 
son " I saw you in a dream three years ago, dress- 
ed just as you are now ; w and then related the 
whole dream to her* In conw^wsvce 
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qoakrtance which wa»im mediately formed between 
them, Lady Huntingdon was made instrumental to 
die conversion of her soctF r and she died about a 
year after in the triumph of faith. 

The active spirit of Lady Huntingdon having 
produced some good among the people, induced 
het to erect a small chapel close to her house at 
Brighton^ this was the first Traits of her great in- 
crease since which k has been enlarged at second, 
i third, and a fourth timer For the e«*«ction of this 
chapel Lady Huntingdon sold her jfc\f els, the fol- 
fowing account of whkfc cannot fail to interest the 
leader: 

£ f. rf. 

2 13* drops ..... 400 

28 13 k 3 ...... , 90 & 

37 pearls at £4 15s 5d each 170 15 
Seed Pearfc ...... 10 

Gold Bo* ..... ... 23 

£693 15 

O happy soul, that thus couldst treat, 
The toys thy sex esteem so high ; 
Thdtt, when God's jewels are complete, 
Shalt shine a diamond in the sky. 
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The success attending this first effort, encour- 
aged greater. Bath, the resort of fashion, beheti 
an elegant and commodious place of worship rais- 
ed by the same liberal hand. Bristol, Worcester, 
Swansea, Tunbridge-wells, and many other places, 
received the gospel by her means. 

For the supply of these and other chapels, her 
ladyship first confined herself to ministers of the 
established church, many of whom accepted her 
invitation, and laboured in the places which she 
had opened ; but her zeal enlarged with her suc- 
cess, and she multiplying her vast and commodi- 
ous chapels, the ministers who had supplied for 
her ladyship were unequal to the task ; and some 
were unwilling to move in so extensive a sphere, 
especially as it began to feel great opposition, and 
to be branded as irregular. In order, therefore, 
to provide proper persons for the work, she retir- 
ed to South Wales, and erected a chapel and col-' 
lege in the parish of Talgaith, in Brecknockshire, 
for training young men to the work of the ministry 5 
this college was opened 1769* A singular circum- 
stance which occurred the same year, rendered the 
opening of the college especially seasonable- Six 
young men had been expelled from the University qf 
Oxford, for the heinous offence of singing, praying^ 
andexpoundiDgthescriptures. But when Alma Ma- 
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tcr proved a cruel step-mother, and the heads of the 
bouses pushed with their horns, Lady Huntingdon 
formed a misery in the wilderness The college was 
provided with able teachers, and soon filed with stu- 
dents, and from thence regular supplies were sent 
to the increasing congregations under her patronage. 

Her ladyship still persevered, devising plans for 
the diffusion of the gospel, especially in places where 
tatans seat was erected; hence the metropolis 
itself, that emporium of error and dissipation, was 
not forgotten by her benevolent and ardent mind. 
A large building in Spa-fields, called the Panthe- 
on, had been erected for the purpose of entertain* 
ing parties of pleasure, especially on the Lord's 
day. The Rev. Herbert Jones, and William Tay- 
lor, two clergymen, engaged with others in taking 
the place for religious worship, and it was opened 
July 6, 1777, with a sermom from the former, 
from that truly appropriate text, Gen. xxviii. 19. 
"and he (Jacob) called the name of that place 
Bethel ; but the name of that city was called Luz 
at the first." The house will contain more than 
2000, and its local situation is highly favourable 
for catching stragglers and the curious : some of 
whom there found the Saviour. On account of a 
suit instituted by the rector of the parish, in the 
spiritual court (so called,) against the dergxaaea 
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that the great, eternal, almighty <Jod, should con^ 
descend to become a jean." Her ladyship point- 
ing to an ant hill, which cassually met her eye, in* 
quired, " nay lord, were you possessed of those per* 
Sections yea have .mentioned, and wished to convey 
some intelligence to these ants, how would you 
accomplish your purpose His lordship replied, 
* I must become ,au ant" : 
. Never was creature mare dead to the. world or* 
to aH *ejf»indulgence. Dr. Baweis said, he be- 
lieved, during the many years he was honoured 
with her friendship, she often possessed only the 
gown she wore. And the Rev. Mr. Eyre observe 
ed,, at the opening of Cheahunt college, that he 
called on her ladyship once with a .person from the 
country ; when they came out, the gentleman 
turned his eyes towards the house, and after a short 
pause exclaimed, " What a lesson ! can a person 
of .her noble birth, nursed in the lap of grandeur, 
live jn a house so meanly furnished ; and I, a 
tradesman, be surrounded with luxury and splen- 
dour ? From this moment I shall hate my house, 
my furniture, and myself, for spending so little for 
God, and so much for folly. 

But her most distinguishing excellency was, the 
fervent seal which always bnrneA\ivW\\«^^\^\a 
fstead the gospel of God's gxare \ &M&\>Y*s*e- 
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ment could Quench it, no labour slacken, no oppo- 
sition discourage it, no progress of years abate it ; 
but it flamed brightest and strongest in her latest 
moments. The world has very seldom beheld , 
such a character; but if asked was she a. perfect 
character ? No ; this is not the lot of mortals here : 
for when the moon walks in her brightness/ then 

. her shadows are most visible; and defects in such .! 
*W her must be seen, for as a puritan writer remark- ' 
ed, " tbata. speck in scarlet is more visible than 
a great stain in russet." 

In, Nov. 1790, Lady Huntingdon broke a blood- 
vessel, which was the beginning of her last illness. ; 
On being asked by Lady Ann Erskme how she j 
did, she replied, " I am well, all is well, well for 
ever ! I see, wherever I turn my eyes, whether I 
live or die, nothing but victory!!" As death 
drew nearer, though it was delayed for several 
months, she often repeated, with great emphasis* 
" the coming of the Lord draweth nigh ! O Lady 
Ann, the coming of the Lord draweth nigh Padding, 
" the thought fills my soul with joy unspeakable, 
whether I shall see his glory more abundantly ap- 
pear, or whether it be an intimation of my own 
departure to him. On the very day of her death, 
she convened about sending missionaries to< Ota- 

hehe. She had often ut hex. VvfeCvcBfe mtt&v»&& 



t that from the,first moment that God had set her 
; *oal at liberty, she had such a desire for the con- 
., version of souls, that she compared herself to a 
, *feip io full sail before the wind, and that she was 
/carried on by such a divine influence as was no* 
easily to be described. 

She appeared, during the tedious days and 
mights- of pain and sickness, engaged in prayev^ 
aid filled with gratitude for the unutterable mer- 
cies she had experienced saying, " I am encircled 
I in the arms of love and mercy, I long to be at home ; 
f Ob, I long to be at home !" 
r An abundant entrance, suitable to a life so influ- 
enced, was ministered to her into heaven; for 
almost her last words were, " my work is done, 
I have nothing to dp but go to my Father f 9 and 
repeatedly said ; * 1 shall go to my Father this 
1* night." Her ladyship died at her house in Spa- 
fields, June 17, 1791, aged 84 years. 

At her death she left her chapels to trustees and 
•executors for the continuance of the same plan • 
i not fewer, perhaps more than 100*000 persons 
have the gospel preached to them by these means. 

The value of such an. interesting life, as that 
which is here narrated, can new V» 
with. so contracted a puree, wYraXv*^^*^^* 1 ^ 
enabled to perform ! She mTOti^^^ 
6» 
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at her sole expense, she erected chapels ki most 
parts of the kingdom, and she supported ministers 
who were sent to preach in the various parts of 
the world. What a multitude who had never seen 
her face in the flesh, were waiting with rapture to ( 
receive her happy spirit into the mansions of ever* 
lasting glory. May we live her holy life, die her 
dfcappy death, and participate in her felicity ; glory 1 
above. Amen. . 



MRS, HANNAH WOODD. 

This lady was born at Richmond, in Surry, 
April 19th, 1736, and was married to Mr. Basil 
Woodd, in July, 1759, which union promised a 
scene of much temporal felicity ; but a mysterious 
providence unexpectedly took away the desire of 
of her eyes ; for on the January following, Mr. 
Woodd, when absent from home, was siezed with 
a violent fever^ and died on the 12th of that month* 

This very severe affliction, God rendered an 
eventual blessing ; for it proved a stroke which 
severed her mind from worldly prospects, and 
being rent from the love of the creature, she began 
more anxiously to seek the knowledge and love of 
her God. 
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the days of prosperity and earthly joy she 
red the moral duties and ritual of religion ; 
the sanctified season of adversity, God com- 
ated to her mind deeper views ofthedeprav- 
her heart, and her need of a Saviour; the 
nsufficiency of her own righteousness, and 
)solute necessity of the great work of re- 
rtion. 

erat pious friends, among whom were the 
Irs. Gonyers and Mrs Wilberforce, who bad 
ithized in her recent affliction, now observed 
prritual concern of her mind, and availed 
elves of the circumstance to bring her under 
und of the gospel ; there she exchanged mere 
essays for sound evangelical principles, which 
ceived in faith and love, adorned them in her 
nd triumphed in them at a dying hour. 
>m this happy period her amiable disposition 
mited to the graces of the holy spirit, and in 
department of life she was a lovely orna- 
of the truth as it in Jesus, particularly as a 
iter and a mother.. As to the first, she con- 
y attended her father to the last, when lie 
at the advanced age of 875 w h°> though 
opposed to her religious principles, yet on 
/ing bed acknowledged, in the most affecting 
er hishiig experience oS^YvAtaX^ 
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gretted he had ever opposed her on account of re- 
ligious views. And as a mother she was doubly 
so, for her only son acknowledged, that through 
divine grace he was indebted to her for his. know* 
ledge and love of God, when only 13 years' of age. 

One part of her conduct must be mentioned * 
here as a striking precedent for others, viz. If - 
there appeared in any of her acquaintance the 
smallest beginnings of religion, she would watch 
it with the most tender anxiety; would pray, 
would weep; would warn, would encourage, and 
strive with all her powers to fan the spark, and 
prevent its expiring. 

In 1779, it pleased God to lay the foundation 
of that disease which finally occasioned her death : 
she was confined to her room for six or seven 
_ months, and from that period was much afflicted 
-with great pain and weakness ; but as her body 
.grew weaker, her soul was visited with more pe- 
culiar manifestations of the light of God's counte- 
nance. On the Sabbath preceding her death, 
j&e dictated the following letter to the Rev. Dr. 
Cooyeps: 

iS I baye loved you dearly Vu tVve cVt\&\a^V^^\ 
1 19m, lo^g, to let . wy dm ,l>u C^ttVioa^ 
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m dying, and not afraid. I trust I am going 
my dear father's house. . I was never so happy 
»U the days. of .my life. I. would write totett' 
t what my soul feels iu this blessed prospect, 
it I might bear my testimony to his grace : that 
night refresh, your soul, who have so often re- 
sted mine, and tell you what joy I have in the 
aspect. I do not doubt of meeting you in heav- 
r and my dear child too. , 1 

Your truly Christian Friend, . 

HANNAH WOODD;" * 
-jeenwUhBoadyNov.T.iJ^ 

On Monday she repeated with, great feeling, 

3 .-, - • • *S . 

" I long to see those hands which made me blest, 
Those feet which travell'd to procure my rest ; 
I long to see that dear, that sacred head, 
Which foow'd when on it all my sins were 1 laid, 
The angels wait, my Saviour calls — farewell, 
I go with him in endless peace to dwelL" 

"God,"' said she, addressing her son, "has 
?atly indulged my desires, has answered my 
ayers in a wonderful manner ; how has he dealt 
th me, in sparing me so long to see you settled in 
?. I remember when I used to exore*&TO}«3Ki*» 
V for your eternal welfare to a tnexA *A xsvYOft-v ^ 
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always said, in allusion to the story of Monica, the 
mother of St. Augustine, ' go home and make your* 
self easy ; the child of those tears can never perish. 9 
Now my dear wlien God hath removed me, inti* 
tate St. Augustine's behaviour after the death of 
Monica ; do not be dejected ; think of the happi- 
ness I shall then be enjoying, and say as he said, 
when some wondered at his cheerfulness, my moffe 
er is not a woman to be lamented." 

Thus she continued to bear her dying witness 
of " the joys of God's salvation," till the moment 
of separation from earth arrived, and at elevaa 
minutes past twelve o'clock she expired, on Fri- 
day morning, Nov. 12th, 1784; 

When an eminent minister was 7 tSformed of her 
decease, and what a glorious testimony she had 
given on her death bed, he observed," It was in- 
dulgent of God to grant it, but Mrs. Woodd needed 
no such testimony, her life had been one con- 
tinued testimony to the truth, and no particular 
testimony was requisite at her death." There 
was not a person in the parish who had heard the 
report, Mrs. Woodd is dead, but as instantly ob- 
served, " well, that woman is gone to heaven." 
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LADY GLENORCfiY, 
- 

is the daughter of Dr, Wjltiam Max well, 
y( Preston, in Gallerway^nyrBritain and 
orn at Preston 1742. 

early life this accomplished young lady was 
with vanity, .wa§ fond o^res^ and ardent- 
iched to gajfand fashionable arifiisements ; 
all the bkfro of youth, and with all worldly 
tres at wRcrofn^, she unexpectedly cast 
f, her fortune, heFhondur s, and her talents 
feet of the cross of Jesus, 
is interesting change was effected in the fol« 
9 way After a providential restoration 
i severe attack of sickness, about her twenty- 
year, her mind involuntarily turned to the first 
on and answer in the Assembly's Catechism, 
at is the chief end of Man ?" " It is to glo- 
jodand to enjoy him for ever !" These 
\ arrested her attention, and naturally dictated 
iportant queries. Have I answered the end 
being? Have I glorified God? Shall I 
him for ever ? 

viewing her past life, she was constrained 
swer in the negative to those all-important 
ons. Her conscience was awakened, and 
ced great anxiety and fear of soul for a con- 
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siderable time $ but on reading the 5th chapter of 
Romans she discover^ the wa^ whereby God 
could be just andWt justify sinners, which gospel 
intelligence nqfMnly enlightened her mint), but 
relieved henjURience, and restored peace to her 
soul. 

The fruits of her faith soon produced the most 
unequivocal evidences of her hpppy change ; she 
openly avowed her religion, renounced the sin* 
ful pleasures of the world^nd deflated herself to 
the private, the social, arm the ptrelic exercises of 
genuine godliness. 

To enlarge the sphere of her usefulness, she 
retrenched the many personal expenses, deny- 
ing herself the luxuries of this world, for the supe- 
rior luxury of doing good. Yea, she even dispo- 
sed of a beautiful and considerable part of her 
landed property, and arranged all her affairs is 
the most suitable manner for employing her life in 
beneficence, and for continuing her useiul designs 
with success, after her own departure to another 
world. 

In addition to most extensive aots of temporal 
charity, her attention was greatly directed to the 
education of the young, hundreds of whom will 
have to thank her as the honoured instruments of 
their enjoying a religious educaftatu Sfafc *Ssa *v 
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Med her influence and ability in publishing and 
dispersing religious tracts* At her desire and ex- 
pense a Gaelic translation of " Allein's alarm to 
the unconverted," was com posed,. published,, and 
circulated, which work* has proved highly useful 
in the highlands. 

But her principal work, and most considerable 
eipense, was the erection of several places for pub- 
lic worship. In Edinburgh she built a large hand* 
some chapel, capable of holding 2000 persons* 
She erected and endowed a church at Strathfillarn, 
ia the parish of Killan. ^She contributed, in coo- 
junction with Lady Hope, for building a place of 
worship,, at Bristol Hot-wells, which is called 
Hope chapeL Also, in order to introduce and 
support the gospel, she purchased a neat chapel at 
Matloc, in Derbyshire; another at Carlisle; a 
third at Workington, in Cumberland ; and a fourth 
at Newton Burhill, Devon ; all which she left in 
trust for their original design ; in addition to which, 
she greatly aided the erection of other places ; she 
liberally helped, and frequently entirely supported, 
able and faithful ministers, whose congregation! 
were too poor to support their pastors, and she edu- 
cated many young men for the holy ministry. 

Thus her. bosom glowed wlVv mo&X terosx 
hve to the Redeemer and to Aoft acw&&> wA^to 
7 
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all those kind and extensive exertions, n 
. more fully convinced, or more ready to 
that we are not justified by our own perfo 
but only and freely by the redemption w 
Christ Jesus. 

But Lady Glenorchy knew the world 
not to expect hatred and reproach for tl 
Christ ; which, however, m her estimat 
of the smallest consequence; more tl 
christians, she gloried in the cross of Ch 
the falsehoods frequently propagated ag< 
she made the subject of the most refine 
nocent pleasantry. 

Full of plans to glorify God and to d 
men, she arrived at Edinburgh, from Ba 
beginning of the summer, 1786. Her fr 
with great concern, her declining state o 
she spoke much of death, was persuaded 
near, and expressed joy at the prosptxt. 
x her last Words were, " If this be dying 
easiest thing imaginable.' 1 Disease prev 
she soon expired, in the 44th year of he 
the X7rii July, 1786. 
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LADY HENRIETTA HOPE. 

This Lady was the third daughter of John, 
Earl of Hopetown, and was naturally formed for 
(eminence, for she possessed an excellent judgment, 
enriched by extensive information, and united to 
a heart formed for friendship and replete with 
sensibility. 

" Yet though endowed with a mind' thus enriched 
with every moral virtue, it was not till she attained 
her 25fh year, that Lady Rope began to enquire 
about the great realities of eternity ; at that period 
she saw her absolute need of the one thing needful, 
which impression was never afterwards effaced.' 

Being brought from darkness to light, and com- 
forted respecting her' own salvation, the grateful 
language of David became hers—" what shall t 
tender unto the Lord ?" And esteeming it both 

* her mercy and duty, she made an entire dedication 
*f of herself, and all she possessed, or ever should 

* possess, to that great and gracious God who had 

* dealt so bountiful with her ; which sacrifice prov- 
ed not only sincere, but universal throughout her 
life. 

But from an excess of the deepest humility, 
Lady Hope permitted the public eye to discover 
but a very few of her numerous, generous, and 
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judicious exertions, for the cause of religion io par- 
ticular, and the general good of her fellow crea- 
tures; yet though unknown to man, her record is 
on high, and he who said, a cup of cold water giv- 
en to a disciple, in the name of a disciple, shall 
not Jose its reward, will soon read her acts of faith 
and labours of love before an assembled world* 

However, as neither moral virtue, or ihe grace 
of God in the heart, procures the christian an ex- 
emption from earthly afflictions, so Lady Hope 
had to realize the legacy of saints while upon earth ; 
she knew what tribulation was in leference to ma- 
ny distressing bodily complaints, in every one of 
which .genuine religion inspired her mind with 
christian fortitude and unbroken resignation. 

In autumn, 1785, Lady Hope went to Bristol 
Hot-wells, where, after every medical exertion 
proving ineffectual, and the medicinal virtues of 
the Wells yielding no relief,, she rendered up her 
redeemed soul into the hands of her God and Fa* 
ther, January 1st, 1786. 

" Of humble spirit, though of taste refin'd, 
Her feelings tender, though her will resign'd. 
Call'd by affliction, every grace to prove, 
In patience perfect, and complete in love. 
O'er death victorious, through her Saviour's migfafe 
.She. reigns triumphant wjxh swota wvVy^vO 1 
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THE HONOURABLE LADY ANN AGNES 
EMSKINE. 

This Lady was the daughter of the Earl of 
Buchan, by a lady of the house of Stuart, and the 
eldest of a numerous family. 

Her early days were spent in Scotland; and 
from her own communications it appears, that 
when only seven or eight years of age, she was a 
partaker of the gracious dealings and drawings of 
our Lord, which was sweetly manifested by her love 
to secret prayer. 

However, as she grew up, her early impressions 
wore away, and for some years after, she lived in 
the fashionable follies of this vain world, very lit- 
tle concerned about an eternal state ; but he whose 
love is unchangeable, had pot given her up for ever, 
for about this time, the Earl of Buchan, on account 
of family convenience, removed to Bath, where La- 
dy Agnes Erskinesoon commenced her most inter- 
esting acquaintance with the Countess pf Hunting- 
don. 

A growing intimacy with Lady Huntingdon, 
contributed to fix divine truths again in Lady Ers- 
kine's mind, and she soon becam* & ^toV^vk. 
the principles of evangelical re^oay^^^*^~ 
7* 
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ful change, together with a congeniality of spirit, 
engaged lady Huntingdon to invite lady Ann 4o re- 
main with her as her friend and companion, which 
solicitation was heartily complied with, and prov- 
ed equally pleasing and profitable to both, till the 
termination of Lady Huntingdon's life. During 
these years, as aiielper in the truth, she walked 
with her aged friend in great affection, and shared 
in the immensity of cares and engagements with 
which Lady Huntingdon was involved. 

After the demise 4>f Lady Huntingdon, Lady 
Ann became a prominent person in the manage- 
ment of the college and connexion, which 1iad been 
■so eminently patronized by lady Huntingdon and 
In this station she manifested the most wise and 
prudent measures, as well, as a devotednes of heart, 
which made her work and toil for the cause of 
truth, a pleasure and delight capable of undergoing 
any labour and difficulty Tor her Saviour and the 
souls of men. 

This scene of action continued for about twelve 
years, and through a life of unceasing activity, it 
was most eminently sanctified by prayer and med- 
itation. The very marks about her Bible display 
the. deep attention it received. Her conversation 
was always heavenly, and yet none could express 
a deeper sense of their own unwortbiness. Her 
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ent in tbis respect was, "That the most 
•ethe most humble in their own eyes." 
I as her race was glorious and useful, so her 
is joy and peace ; only two or three morn- 
eceeding her death, she told a friend, "The 
tad met her this mbrning with so much sweet- 
" mind, that it seemed as ifohe was surround- 
3od." The day before her departure she told 
juaintance, "she had no presentiment of 
; ? *bnt added, " be that as it may, God is 
fl, and 1 feel unshaken confidence in him." 
ist words were, * How happy am I that my 
\ not in hell Where I might have been ; and 
, " The Lord will reveal himself to me to- 
iw." She was found sleeping the sleep of 
on the next morning, about five o'clock, aged 
ars, more than forty of which had been spent 
irks of faith and labours of love. Gu>*y to 
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is the daughter of a merchant in Charles*- 
, who had emigrated from Ireland. She 
educated in all the gaieties and amusA* 
i which the place afforded, u& 
fy6md of dancing; \wA taratat 
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attachment and subsequent union with a Mr. Le- 
gare, who was most piously educated, she cheerful- 
ly relinquished her diversions, conformed to the 
religious order of Mr. Legare's family, and assid- 
uously applied herself to domestic duties ; yet 
without evincing any change of heart for some 
years after her marriage, until it pleased God to 
renew her soul under the ministry of the apostolic 
Whitfield. 

. During the seventeen years from her marriage 
-to her death, a variety of afflictions combined to 
jindermine ber constitution, and gradually to pro- 
duce her approaching dissolution, which was seri- 
ously apprehended in September, 1797, and actu- 
ally experienced the 5th of February, 1798. 

In the commencement of her last illness, she 
complained much of spiritual deadness ; but Hi 
jber Bible, and at a^ throne of grace, she found 
grace to maintain an unshaken confidence in the 
promises, yet frequently observed, " Oh that my 
Redeemer would shine upon me !" and told Mr. 
Legare, " that she did not enjoy the sensible pre- 
sence of her Redeemer, yet she trusted in his blood, 
.and held his promises^ which she would never lot 
£0, and which made her feel as firm as a rock^ 
4M ibis, with much mote, wa& . vgotat with the 
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greatest serenity, yet with a brilliancy in her eyes 
Saever to be forgotten. 

' But as death advanced her joys arose.-*" JJow," 
said she, " my Redeemer smiles after which 
she charged "her children "to take care of their 
father, to live in love, and to be certain of meeting 
her with peace and joy at the bar of God.* 

On the sabbath before she died, she observed^ 
" it is sweet to worship God in bis church." An 
elderly lady replied, " Yes, my dear, but you will 
'worship Win in ; heaven to-day.*' O yes," said 
Mrs. Legare, and called 1ier daughters to sing the 
17th psalm, 2d part, in Dr. Watt's collection. 

" Lord I am thine : but thou wilt prove 

" My faith, my patience, and my love." &c. ^ 

Her last words were, " O where is my rest ? I 
long;, I long/' and took her flight to God. 

Just preceding her decease, her physician came 4 , 
and found the family with full hearts and wet eyes; 
her husband asked iiim, " what he thought of the 
scene in the ne*t room ?" w Indeed, sir," said he^ 
" J know not what to think -of it j it is all a mystery 
to me 5 I have seen numbers of men, in all the 
vigour of health, and thirsting for martial honour, 
ittsh into the field of battle, and in that confused 
Bcene put 011 the appearance ot Vn£^^^*&'*sfc 
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one of them could face the gradual approaches of 
death on a sick bed, without visible horror f but 
fcere is . a poor emaciated woman, whose whole 
aervpus system is unstrung by long disease, wet 
. coming the grim messenger with the utmost sereni- 
ty and composure, and even with joy, though ap- 
proaching in all the horrors of the most gradual 
progress imaginable, (for she was three days m the 
agonies of death,) Indeed, sir, it is all a mystery, 
ana* I know not how to account for it." u Do yam 
got, sir } (said Mr. Legare,) go to Calvary ! Yog 
indeed see us, dissolved in tears; but I do not be- 
lieve that there is a tear in this room extorted bf 
grief. No, sir, they are tears of joy.'? 

The doctor went down stairs, and met a gentle* 
roan at the door, who inquired, " How Mrs. Legare 
was?" He answered, "just gone, sir." " Weil," 
said the person, " Mr. Legare is a philosopher, ant 
I hope he will bear the stroke like one." u Philo- 
sophy ! (replied the' doctor,) I have thought as 
much of philosophy as any man; But the seen* 
within beats philosophy hollow*" 

MRS. FREDERICK HAWt. 

T»ts lady was born in the year 1765, in the 
Batchy of Wirtemberg, of Yit>\^ ^w<SBfc* v ^t\s»es* 
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»d no business so interesting as devoting their 
ring to God, and instiHing into their tended 
sthe fundamental principles of oar sacredfaith* 
e was naturally of a calm and reserved disi 
on, which, however, preserved her from ma- 
mptations to which more lively tempers are 
led.* 

a very earfy period she commenced a very 
, yet secret communion with her adorable 
, whose grace she sought and found by humble! 
>r, and whose condescension to her wants she 
rieoced wkh unspeakable joy. 
?r future husband was a clergyman of truly 
geiical principles, and unblameable conduct, 
had accepted a calf to a protestant coagrega- 
n the Austrian dominions, where he had much 

with a very small stipend* His first wife was 
donate friend of Frederica's ; but being soon 
ivedof her by death, and left with two infants, 
the duties of a parish thirty miles in extent, it 
ared moat expedient fof him to re-enter the 
igal state, respecting which step*he implored 
livine direction. 

those circumstances, one day examining a 
. belonging to, bis last wife, which contained 
/ memorials and profiles otYm 
g the rest that of Tift V 35 * 
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ticalarly engaged with bf r profile, and suddenly 
thought, " Why, this may be the very same person ] 
whom God has chosen for me." In the midst of I 
these reflections a friend stepped in and inquired, 
"What do you look for in this book?" He plain- 
ly answered, " for a wife f" " And which is the 
object of your wish ?'V " Guess." The friend, j 
on examination, pointed out the same which bad ] 
so powerfully excited his attention ; in consequence 
of which the profile was sent in a letter to his broth- 
er with the following queries Whether its ■ 
original was still living? What waff her age? 
Whether she was of truly christian sentiments? ? 
and if those were suitable, whether she was will* * 
ing to journey into Austria, and become the wife 
0f a widower, and the mother of two children ?" 

This singular commission his brother faithfully per* 
formed, and Frederica, though greatly surprised by 
thetpptication, after seriously praying and mature* 1 
ly considering the proposal, in fee* of every diffi* I 
culty, felt disposed to- accept it : which resolutions 
continued fipn, and she cheerfully left her house/ 
and parents, and a^l, to become the wife of Ml 
Hahn. I 
Her husband soon found he possessed in herl 
joart invaluable treasure, who uobty em^loyedjj 
talent* to glorify her God, wdwrnurata^ 
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dot only in the family, but to the whole cbngrega* 
Hon, so that to the present time her name is never 
mentioned without tokens of respect, gratitude, 
and regret. 

Frequently she had' to struggle with no smalt 
trials; burGod never forsook her. At one time 
there was neither money or food in the house ; this 
distress she kept to herself, most fervently implor- 
ing divine assistance. It was Sunday, aud her dis- 
tress had risen to the highest pitch, when as soon 
the service was over, a member of the congrega- 
tion who had never given any thing before to his 
pastor, came to the house and presented him with 
several ducats, which filled her heart with joy, 
and gratitude, and praise to her providing God. 

After five years residence in Austria, Mr* Hahn 
unexpectedly received a call to a superior situation 
in his native country , and while absent from home, 
taking leave of some people in a distant village, 
one of his children was taken for death. Who can 
describe the distress of the solitary mother ? She 
\ prayed and cried, and wrestled, for the life of the 
' child ; her heart bled at the sight of his dying ago- 
■ Dies, aad*it was long before she was able to sacri- 
| fice her little Isaac. At last, however, she rose 
tvperior to natural feelings, and um^VraBc \tw^ 
took her darling to her arms, mi^sSfiDJi^aa* 
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God's wHl, and insensibly he expired, white -iyiog' 
on her bosom. She then thanked God for giving 
her resignation to his will; clothed the lifeless 
body of the infant in clean white linen, put his. » 
hands together, closed his beautiful eyes, and wait- * 
ed for her husband's return, who being overtakes 
by a storm did not reach home till midnight; at I 
last he arrived wet through, and his first question 3 
was, " How are the dear children ?" She replied, i 
" very well.'? He was going to look at thenty i; 
when she softty held hi to back, add observed, that i 
they were asleep. Whilst he was drying and re* i 
freshing himself, she was conversing on the great 1 C 
duty of submission to the divine will ; and at last % 
proposed the question, hew he should feel if Sod j 
were to take one or more of the dear children to 
himself? " I should be dumb," he answeied, " not ' 
daring to open my mouth ; knowing that what- 
ever God does, is right." She then, in the most \ 

t affectionate manner* took him by the hand, and 
led him to the beautiful corpse ; streams of tears 

flowed down his face, and he was unable to speak ' 

at first : but both falling on their knees, humbled < 

themselves under the mighty hand of God, and at ' 

length saying with submission, " The Lord gave, ^ ' 

the Lord hath taken away , bkwd the name of \ I 

tJieLord!" y 
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After many difficulties they reached their new 
situation, where Mrs. Hahn was most severely af- 
flicted with an uncommon depression of spirits; 
.which clouded her former serenity, and occasioned 
many an inward conflict. 

About four years subsequent to this removal, 
Mr. Hahn was called to another charge, where Mrs* 
Hahn entirely regained her former composure of 
mind. Her family was increased to eleven chil- 
dren, but God's blessing was increased also 5 and 
it was delightful to behold the holy mother full of 
activity and cheerfulness, leading her little ones to 
Christ, the great friend of children. Her christian 
example, her maternal tenderness, her fervent 
prayers, her loving injunctions, had but one prima- 
ry design, to inspire their tender hearts with Ih* 
warmest love to Christ. 

Mrs. Hahn was at length seized with an^imlam- • 
mafion, which put a speedy termination to her val- 
uable life, " a life of faith in the Son of God." In 
her short illness she gave the most certain evi- 
dences of her unshaken faith in Christ, her assur- 
ance of an interest in the Redeemer, and her firm 
hope of eternal life. She told her physician, " it 
Was for her children's sake she consulted him ; for 
her own part she was quite lead^ \o te^x\.\^Rs&\ 
to ber was nothing mQve -than a. \x^\v4<\^ ***** 
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one apartment to another." A short period be- 
fore her departure she repeated, with a peculiar 
emphasis, the beautiful explanation of the second 
article of faith by Luther, and with these words her 
happy spirit departed to another world, there to 
see his face, " of whom the whole family of heaven 
and earth is named." 
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Was the daughter of a Mr. Dutton, of Northamp- 
ton, and was born about the end of the 17th centu- 
ry. She was providentially blessed with gracious 
parents, who gave her the inestimable advantage 
of a religious education. 

With them she attended the ministry of the 
Rev. Mr. Hunt, of Northampton, which, said she ; 
" was the place of my first and second birth." 
From a child she knew the scriptures, frequently 
engaged in private prayer, and often preferred reli- 
gious exercises to childish play ; but with all these 
appearances she was, to use her own words, " a 
proud self-righteous creature; and an awful foe 
and stranger to God, and the way of salvation, by 
the person, blood, and righteousness of Christ." 
Tor though she had a notwwJ. \wvon«\^^ v\v^ y 
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things, yet the, enmity of, her heart attempted td 
join something of her own doing with Christ, 
thereby seeking life by the deeds of the law. 

Soon after this she became more vain, and proud, 
and earthly, which weaned her of her supposed 
goodness and fitness to engage the favour of God, 
and in this state God convinced her that she was a 
fulness of sin and rebellion,. and justly deserved his 
vengeance for ever. 

To commend God's love she observed, "He 
took me at my worst l" This real change ofiieari 
was effected when she was about thirteen years of 
age, and was manifest from her former piofession, 
by a greater concern of soul, her finding no peace 
in these thifgs which once constituted her peace, 
•her feeling a wound which was far too deep to be 
healed by her own doings, a deep conviction of her 
total sinfulness and inability, a certainty that all 
salvation was by. the free grace of God, through the 
person and 'Work of the Redeemer; in short a re- 
nunciation of herself, and $ venture exclusively 
upon the Lord Jesus Christ for pardon, peace, pu- 
rity, and all salvation. 

Her subsequent life, like all the saints, was 
a chequered pilgrimage, at one time in hopes^at 
another in fears : but her VeWcta^ Ajtoj>^ ^ 
to Christ as an undone wn«,u&&\)fe «*> >D,st 

a* 
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out, but verified his grace and fidelity iu receiv- 
ing, loving, and saving her. 

This cross of Jesus was the constant object of 
her faith. " Tber*," (she beautifully observed) 
" I viewed all my sins, meeting upon Jesus, and 
salvation obtained, and flowing down to me in the 
freest grace, there his boundless grace set my soul 
a burning! I looked and loved! I looked and 
mourned ! divine love filled my soul with unspeak- 
able joy; but a sight of my sins piercing and 
wounding him, caused such bitterness as 1 never 
felt before." 

When about fifteen years of age, she united 
with the church of Chris]t at his holy supper, and 
amidst all her weakness through unbelief, the Lord 
continued to reveal Christ more and more, as the 
^reat foundation of ber faith and joy. 
J At about twenty-two years of age she was mar- 
ried, and removed from Northampton to London, 
where she united with the people of God, continu- 
ed to wait upon his ordinances, passing on from 
glory to glory, but where and when she died is 
left to us uncertain ; may it be our felicity to follow 
her as she followed Jesus, and to meet her redeem- 
ed spirit in the sinless and tearless world above J 
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This departed saint possessed the great privi- 
lege to descend from eminently godly parents and 
ancestors, a privilege which she highly valued, not 
as a substitute for personal religion, but as an in- 
teresting and powerful incentive to heart- felt god- 
liness. The well known and excellent Mr. Jo- 
seph WiUiams, of Kidderminster, was her grand- 
father on her mother's side, and the Rev. Dr. 
Winter, formerly pastor of the church in New- 
Court, Cary-Street, London, was her venerable 
and beloved father. 

In early life she not only enjoyed a truly reli- 
gious education, but realized the renewing grace of 
God ; and at the age of thirteen years and a half, 
she entered into a solemn covenant engagement 
to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whose name 
she had been baptized.* Of this engagement with 
her God she left a valuable written record, which 
manifests not only a fervent devption, but a know- 
ledge of divine truth, and a maturity of judgment 
far above her years ; and through all the progres- 
sive scenes of her life, she conspicuously evinced 
an uniform affection and adherence to ttavesaies^ 
and the holiness of the gospel of C\vfvsX. 

Her religious principles uoA. mexeX^ 
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a speculative, but constrained to a practical puri- 
ty ; she held the truth in love and holiness, she 
was eminent for filial piety, and for the discharge 
of every relative doty, and in addition to " piety 
at home," she was through the grace of her Sav* 
ioor, a friend of no common worth. 

A consumption, the fatal messenger of her end, 
gradually fulfilled the last commission of the Al- 
mighty respecting this invaluable woman ; and as 
her steps descended to the grave, it was clearly 
seen by those familiar whfc her, that her spirituality 
daily increased; that her meetness for glory was 
more and more advanced ; she thanked her God 
for all past favours, observed she had no desire to 
retrace a single step of her life, that all was^calm 
and blessed within, and that she thankfully accept* 
ed the gospel salvation. She spoke with peculiar 
pleasure of that description of the divine character: 
" The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth." 
She said, about two hours before she took her ^ 
flight, " I now want my blessed Saviour to fetch 
me home." Thus she fell asleep in Jesus, Nor. 
,18, 1805. 
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LADY BURFORD, 

Was another monument of grace selected from 
the great * and noble. She was the only child of 
an eminent merchant at Hull, and was born 1767* 
Her various attractions qualified her for an ele- 
vated rank in Society, and in the year 1790 she 
gave her hand to the noble lord whose title she 
bore, and who afterwards became duke of St. Albans. 

Thus dignified she was for a time fascinated 
with the splendour of nobility ; but it graciously 
pleased God, by means of the rod of affliction, 
and that excellent book of the Rev. J. Hervey, 
" Theron and Aspasio," to effect a most impor- 
tant change in her religious views, and to conduct 
her weary soul to Jesus Christ, the exclusive source 
of real salvation and permanent happiness. 

The following letter, written to her only child, 
the right honourable Lady Mary Beauclerk, and 
left with a friend to be given her after her mother's 
death, fully defines her own sentiments on the 
momentuous subject of genuine and personal reli- 
gion:— 

DEAR CHILD, 

When you receive these lines, I shall be 
gone to that dear Jesus, whom I used to talk and 
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read to you about. Pray now, take some of my 
best advice ; hear my faith, and pray to the Lord. 
Jesus Christ to give to you the same. He was 
pleased to show me, at twenty-five years of age, 
soon after you were born, that all my strict attend- 
ance on public worship, my many prayers, alms, 
and reading good books, would not make me right- 
eous. I saw that I sinned in whatever I did, I 
read that precious book, Mr. Hervey's Theron and 
Aspasio, which I particularly recommend to vou : 
* I there saw that I Vas to apply to Jesus for every 
thing ; I did so, he gave me to trust that I was par- 
doned through his blood ; justified, completely 
justified by bis righteousness. He has guided me 
hitherto by his good spirit, and I am assured be, 
will stand faithfully by me in the last trying hour 
of death. Yes, this God is our God, for ever, 
and for ever ; he will be our guide even unto death. 
Ps. xlviii. 14." 

The whole of her subsequent life furnished the 
most certain evidence that she had believed unto 
righteousness. She was a warm . friend to the 
doctrines of grace ; saw that salvation was all of 
grace ; and these doctrines diffused their legiti- 
mate influence through all her conduct. She be- 
came dead Ao the world, and a\Vifc to Oo&^a&A^ 
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him. She was moulded into her Saviour's image, 
and the graces of his spirit shone most censpicu* 
ously in her, especially meekness aad humility. 
She truly loved all who loved the Saviour, of every 
denomination, and never appeared ashamed to own 
" whose she was, and whom she served." 

Thus bloomed this flower of Paradise, diffusing, 
while in this wilderness, the sweetest fragrance on 
every side 5 but it was shortly to be transplanted 
to a far more genial clime, there to blossom in 
eternal youth and vigour. 

The religion of Lady 8. not only taught her 
how to live, but afforded' her support and joy in a 
dying hour; for her consolations in the season of 
death were strikingly manifested by the sweet and 
heavenly words which dropped from her quiver- 
ing lips. When taken? for death, the idea of dying 
overpowered her mind with joy, and clapping her 
hands in the most triumphant manner, she looked 
joyfully upwards, and repeated over again and 
again, with the most lively sensations, " Oh ! how 
Miappy -i Oh ! how happy ! I shall be with Jesus ! 
I shall be happy for ever. 9 ' " My heart and my 
flesh faileth, but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever." Ps. bain. 2T» Yet* 
however, God permitted the grand a^vfewaxi 
sift aad try her, and she felt an WwiuV fcrifc* 
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ness pass over her mind ; but satan did dot long 
gratify his malice, for her redeemer soon filled her 
soul again with all joy, and peace in believing. 

The last words she was heard to utter, were, " Je» ; 

sps, Jesus." An inexpressible sweetness reigned * 

in her countenance and appearing more than com- j, 

monly happy, she entered into the joy of her Lord, , 

in the thirty-third year of her age, July 1 8, 1801. » 

s 

" Tis religion that can give 

Sweetest pleasures while we live : S 

'Tis religion can sdpply , 5 

Solid comforts when we die." r ' 



MRS. ISABELLA BRANDE&, 

i 

Was born near Elgin, Munyshire, North Brit- i 
ain, about the year 1770, of honest, industrious, i 
professing parents. She was favoured with a re- % 
ligjous education, and from a child, possessed I li 
speculative acquaintance with the great principles . fc 
of the gospel; but, by a few years residence is* ■ 
London, she had imbibed deistical sentiments, and k 
learned by degrees to reject and ridicule the prhv f 
dples of her early youth ; yet she was chosen, afl# 
called in the furnance of afftvctiotuwi ^ cdifc 
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i March, 1801, having been seized with a 
ous consumption, her physicians advised her to 
rn to her native air. She accordingly went to 
land and resided in the house of a sister, who 
a gracious woman, and Who deemed it her 
to act faithfully to her afflicted sister's soul ; 
rith much anger Isabella told her to hold her 
e, acknowledged she believed in no hell, call- 
ie Holy Bible a parcel of lies, and threatened 
ave the house if plagued with such nonsense, 
actually did for some time, because family 
hip was regularly kept up ; but her mind was 
ess till she returned, still, however, as harden- 
i ever. 

bout the end of August, 1801, her body was 
ntly pained with a burning fever, and her 
I filled with irritation against God ; frequently 
dropped some blasphemous expressions a- 
tt him, and at last, with the utmost horrors of 
I, she cursed the day of her birth ; denied the 
:e of her afflictions, and the mercy of God for 
conduct towards her ; which made her sister 
fc> give her up for lost, and burst into tears, 
it now the period of Jehovah's power and mer- 
ras arrived, and God was pleased to bless the 
ts of Her sister, of some pious neighbours, and 
:ially of the Rev. Mr, Bayne, of Elgin, ia 
9 
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producing a considerable attention to those things 
which concerned her everlasting peace. At last 
she most feelingly confessed her continued life of 
• rebellion against God, mourned over the desperate 
hardness and deceitfulness of her heart, acknow- 
ledged the holiness and justice of God, and inquir- 
ed, with floods of tears, " Can there be pardoff 
for such a wretch as I am?" She wept agaift 
and again, confessed her sins, cried for mercy, la- 
mented lost time, and looked at eternity by turns; 
and when the minister was praying for her salva- 
tion, her soul appeared wrapped up in every pe* 
tition. 

She remained for some time under very consid' 
enable terror of mind ; but a powerful {perception 
of the merits and willingness of Jesus to save the 
chief of sinners, at length* alleviated her sorrow*, 
and communicated the truest consolations to her 
soul : — now prayer, reading, meditation, and cap* 
respondent exercises were her delight, and sbe 
vented the breathings of her soul far above her na* 
tural strength, in admiring and praising the riches 
of unmerited and redeeming love. Often sbc 
cried, " O that wicked tougue, to speak a word 
against that dear Saviour? Oh, that I had ten 
thousand tongues t© praise \\vm\ fat 
We f* him f" 
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For some time before her deat h she frequently 
: languor in her soul, of which she heavily com* 
iued, yet never seemed to doubt of her interest 
Christ ; but at one of her seasons of prayer, the 
>rd was pleased to manifest his glory to her in 
overcoming wanner, and instantly calling on all 
esent, he exclaimed, " Praise him, praise him ; 
1 on your knees and praise him !" 
At one of the periods of her delirium, her sister, 
10 formerly shed tears over her unconverted 
te, now could not refrain weeping from very dif- 
ent feelings. But the sight grieved the changed 
bella, and she said, weep anot for me, but rejoice, 
iny tears I occasioned you in my former wretch- 
state, and good cause you had indeed to weep, 
weep, for nothing but sin. 9 ' 
The two days preceding her departure, were 
fful in a peculiar degree. Looking steadfastly 
her .poor emaciated hand, she said, " Oh, this 
or body ! but if I be one of the redeemed of the 
«d, this body shall be a glorious body: and 
ten her sister was wiping the cold sweat from 
r face, she observed, " O sister, it is hard work 
die, you have this also to do, but O, trust in 
n." About 11 o'clock at night she called her 
>tber»in-law to pray with her, and added, it will 
; he long. now," soon afterwards, witboyta^trqg- 
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gle, groan, or distorted feature, she fell asleep in 
.Jesus, November 13, 1801, aged 31 years. 



• MRS. HARRIET NEWELL, 

Was the daughter of Mr. Moses Atwood, a mer- 
chant of Haverhill, Massachusetts, and was bora 
Oct. 10, 1793. She was by nature cheerful and 
unreserved; possessed a lively imagination — a great 
sensibility — a retentive memory — a considerable 
taste for reading and study, and will long be re- 
membered as an obedient child, and an affectionate 
sister and^jend. 

The first twelvfr^ears of her life were spent in 
vanity; but in the summer of 1806, while at the 
academy in Bi ad ford, she became the subject of 
deep religious impressions, which laid the founda- | 
tton of her Christian life. A few extracts from her 
Letters and Diary will, in a beautiful manner, un- 
fold her genuine piety, her self-jealousy, her Chris- 
tian prudence, and her growth in the knowledge 
Christ Jesus her Lord. 

To Miss L. K. of Bradford, 1806.— "Dear 
do advise me what to do for Ood's glory. I 
not for myself, though he lay ever so much u 
me, I would be content. O, could I but recall 
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Piimner I but it is past, never to return. I have 
one constant companion, the Bible, from which t 
derive the greatest comfoit. This I intend for the 
future shall guide me. 

" Pray for me, that my heart may be changed. 
[ long for the happy hour, when we shall be free 
from all sin, and enjoy God in heaven ; but if it be 
For bis glory, I am willing to live my three score 
years and ten. My heart bleeds for our compan- 
ions who are on -the brink of destruction." 

From her Diary we select the few subsequent 
extracts in proof of tlie same interesting facts al- 
ready presented by her letters. 

Sept- 1, 1816. — " A large numb«f*of my com- 
panions are in deep distress for their immortal 
souls. Many of the once gay and thoughtless, 
ate now in tears anxiously inquiring, 6 what shall I 
do to be saved ?' Oh, how rich is the mercy of Jesus ! 

Oct. 10. — " Oh, how much have I enjoyed of 
God this day ! such views of bis holy character ; 
such a desire to glorify his name, I never before 
experienced. O that this frame may continue 
through life. 

' My willing soul would stay, 

8 In such a frame as th\s, 
6 And sit and smg V\cxse\^ 
* To everlasting bYv&s? 
9* 
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" This is my birth day.; 13 years of my short 
life are gone for ever." 

Nov. 2. — " How wonderful is the super-abound- 
ing grace of God ! Called at an early age to reflect 
on my lost condition, and to accept salvation, how 
great are rtiy obligations to live a holy life. 7 * 

Nov. 25. — " A dear Christian sister called on 
me this afternoon ; her pious conversation pro- 
duced a solemn but pleasing effect on my mind. 
Shall I ever be so unspeakably happy as to enjoy 
the society of holy beings in heaven ?" 

. " Oh, to grace how great a debtor P' » 

" Dec. 11* — u This morning has been devoted 
to the work of self examination. Though I find 
within me an evil heart of unbelief, prone to de- 
part from the living God, yet I have a hope, a 
strong unwavering hope, which I would not re- 
nounce for worlds. Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
for this blessed assurance of eternal life." 

"Maj 1, 1807. — "Where is the cross which 
Christians speak of so frequently ? All that I do 
for Jesus is pleasant, though, perhaps, I am ridi- 
culed by the gay and thoughtless for my choice of 
religion ; yet I dodo not wish for the approbation 
and love of the world, ueitiiex lot \\*f\t\t\&wK<K. 
riches." 
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" "For one blest hoar at God's right hand 
" I'll give them all away." 

During the year 1808, she appeared gradually 
do lose her fondness for retirement and love to the 
-Scriptures. - She associated more freely with gay 
^companions, and thus sunk into a state of religious 
declension and darkness, which afterwards caused 
&er shame and tears before her God, as will appear 
3>y the following selections from her papers, and 
^which should teach us ever to beware of following 
Jesus afar off. 

July 1, 1809. — " God has been pleased in his 
infinite mercy again to call up nay attention to eter- 
nal realities. After spending more than a year 
in ibe vanities of the world, thoughtless and uncon- 
cerned respecting my eternal welfare, he has, as I 
iiumbly trust, showed me my awful backsHdings 
irom him, and my dependance on his grace for ev- 
««ry blessing." 

" I do now, in the strength of Jesus resolve, that 
1 will no longer sacrifice my immortal soul, for 
what I have hitherto deemed my temporal happi- 
ness. I now see that I have enjoyed no happi- 
ness in my pursuit of worldly pleasure. Not in 
the play-room, not in vain and \dte 
snot in thp bustle of crowded life \iwi«\ SwA^lir 
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piness. This heaven-born guest is found only in 
the bosom of the child of Jesus. How awfully aggra- 
vated will be my condemnation, if I do not, after this 
second call, awaken all my drowsy faculties, and 
become earnestly engaged for God." 

And writing to a friend, dated August 1809; 
she says," To you, my ever dear friend, will I un- 
bosom my heart : yes, I will tell you what God 
bath done for my soul : about six weeks since he 
was pleased to call my attention again to the con- 
cerns of my soul. Oh ! Miss W. shoulj I now be 
left to dishonour this holy cause, what would be 
my eternal condemnation ? Oh ! pray for me. 
Entreat God to have mercy upon me, and keep me 
from falling." 

Dec. 1, i 809. — " This evening a 6a// is appoint- 
ed at , my dear — will probably 

attend. I have resolved to devote some part of the 
evening in prayer, particularly for them. Oh! ■ 
that God would stop them in the midst of their sin- 
ful career, and let them no longer spend their pre- 
cious moments in following the pleasures of this 
vain world !" 

Dec. 31.— "Oh !" that I might now, as in the 
presence of the great Jehovah and his holy angels, 
m'th penifential sorrtow, cotta& tcv^j 
gratitude, and in humble tdtan&e oxx \5n& ifcreugfe 



MRS. HARRIOT NEWELL. H)5 

ttf Jesus, resolve to devote the ensuing year, and 
the remaining part of my days, to his service." 

Iu January and February, 1810, her heavenly 
parent repeatedly visited her body with the tod 
of affliction, but her sickness proved much more 
precious than gold, being sweetly sanctr&ed to her, 
knmortal soul, and constraining her to acknow- 
ledge, with the church of old, I " will bear the in- 
dignation of the Lord, because I have sinned 
against him.' 9 Micah vii. 9. And with Eli," It 
is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good." 
1 Samuel Hi. 18. 

- March 2, she observes, " Have this afternoon 
been solemnly admonished, by seeing the remains 
of Mr. E. carried by the house; that I, who am 
now so actively engaged in the affairs of this world, 
shall shortly be conveyed on a bier to the cold 
grave? Yes, the righteous Judge has declared to the 
race of Adam, ' Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return.' Soon this sentence will be executed 
upon me. Prepare, O my soul, to meet thy God !" 

Thus, she continued to manifest the holy princi- 
ples and conversation of a genuine disciple of Je- 
sus, in the character of a private Christian, till the 
Rev. S. Newell, who had devoted himself to a fo- 
reign mission, sought after, wad ^ 
4he companion .of his labours %\sS&w^^^ 
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establishment of the kingdom of Christ id Pagan 
Lands. 

On the 6th of February, 1812, when the" mis- 
sionaries were ordained at Salem, Mrs. Newell was 
present, and evinced remarkable tranquility and 
resolution ; and on Feb. 19, with Mr. Newell, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Judson, she sailed from Salem, and 
took farewell of her native land for ever, amid the 
prayers and benedictions of multitudes. Her hap* 
py serenity continued through the dangers of a long 
voyage, and amidst all the difficulties which befel 
her subsequently to her reaching India, where af- 
ter a short residence, they were necessitated to re- 
, move by an order from government ; and soon af- 
ter their arrival at the Isle of France, her health 
gradually declined under an accumulation of 
disappointments and afflictions, until Nov. 30, 
when her soul ascended to the mansions of the 
blessed. Almost her last words where, when told 
she could not live another day, " O joyful news, I 
long to depart ! death appears truly welcome and 
glorious !" She was the first martyr to the mission- 
ary cause from the American world. 
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MADAM ABIGAIL ADAMS. 

Mrs. Adams, consort of the Hon. John Adams, 
late President of the United States, died at Quin- 
sy, October the 28th, 1818. 

This lady was not more elevated by rank, than 
eminent by her virtues. Of her sex, she was an 
ornament, not less pure, than it was brilliant. At 
once the charm and the pride of the domestic cir- 
cle. Exemplary in the fulfilment of every social 
and religious obligation ; and in the native ease 
and characteristic dignity, with which they were 
discharged. Presiding in her family, as though 
its cares had been the single object of her thoughts 5 
yet her mind enlarged by reading, and established 
by meditation, had the aspect of one, exclusively 
devoted to mental improvement and intellectual 
contemplation. It was Impossible to know her 
intimately, without admiring that rare assemblage 
of qualities, which constituted her character ; in 
which masculine understanding was united with 
a delicacy, unobtrusive and feminine ; what was 
true, and useful, and necessary to be &nown, for 
the right conduct in common life, was mingled and 
dignified, by being combined, in her mind and 
practice, with acquirements, at once extensive, ele- 
gant, and extraordinary. She was endowed by 



t09 MADAfc ABIGAIL ADAM3. 

nature, with a countenance singularly noble and 
lovely. In it dignity was blended with sweetness, 
the beams of intelligence with those of kindness } 
inspiring at once, respect, confidence and affec- 
tion. She illustrated and adorned every sphere 
she was called to fill. Although polished by in- 
tercourse with the world, her mind had lost no- 
thing of its original puiky and innate worth. 

This is not the language of panegyric. If to 
those who knew her not, it shall have this aspect, 
those who knew her best, will feel how short this 
description falls of all the refined, and all the sub- 
stantial qualities which formed the stamina of her 
character. 

Her father, the Rev. William Smith, a clergy- 
man, respected for his piety and worth, married 
Elizabeth, the daughter of the Hon. John Quincy, 
and was settled at Weymouth, near Boston. These 
respected parents were blessed with three daugh- 
ters,* who were each qualified, by uncommon tal- 
ents and virtues, to fill with equal worth, the dif- 
ferent, though important stations, to which tbey 
were afterwards called. Of these, Madam Ad- 

* Mary, the wife of the late Hon. Richard Cranck, 
of Quincy.— Elizabeth, the wife of the late Rev. John 
Shaw, of Haverhill, and afterwards, of the Rev. SU- 
jphtn Peabody, of Atkinson. 
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ms was the second. Under the paternal roof, 
nth her beloved sisters, were passed her early 
ears, in the pursuit of those intellectual and do- 
aestic accomplishments, on which gentlemen of 
ler father's profession are accustomed to found 
be future bopes of their children. Religion form- 
d the basis of -her early education. Under its 
anction, and by its light, she was taught to dis- 
cern the right in morals, and the useful in learn* 
ng; and to take delight in the practice of what 
vas prudent, and in the discovery of what was 
rue : and to seek happiness and honour, in filling, 
ffith propriety and exactness, all the duties which 
peculiarly appertain to her sex. 

Connected in early life, by affection and intel* 
ectual sympathy, with one of the most eminent 
Den of our age and country, and one among those, 
:hiefly instrumental, in achieving our national in- 
lependence, she largely partook of the spirit of the 
imes, and cheerfully braved the dangers, submit* 
ed to the privations, and co-operated in the ener- 
;ies demanded by the occasion. The leading 
Patriots of that period well knew her intellectual 
forth. With many of the most distinguished, she 
Wig continued* in the habits of correspondence, 
ler letters yet remain, and are monuments of re- 
ined taste and pure sentiment. 

10 
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After peace and independence bad been acquir- 
ed by her country, Madam Adams was called to 
adorn higher stations. The first ladyt* repre- 
sent and sustain, in foreign courts, the character of 
the American- female; the second, who was obli- 
ged, by her husband's rank, to take pre-eminence 
among the females of the United States. 

It was the joy and pride of her sex and country, 
that this lot so early fell on one, 

- " Fitted, or to shine in courts 

With unaffected grace, or walk the plain 
With piety and meditation joined." 

Possessing, at every period of life, the unlimited 
confidence, as well as affection of her husband, she 
was admitted, at all times, to share largely of M* 
thoughts. While, on the one hand, the activity 
of her mind, and its thorough knowledge of all 
branches of domestic economy, enabled her almost 
wholly to relieve him from the cares incident to 
the concerns of private life ; on the other, she was 
a friend, whom it was his delight to consult in ev- 
ery perplexity of public affairs ; and whose coun- 
sels never failed to partake of tha^ happy harmo- 
ny, which prevailed in her character ; in which 
" intuitive judgment was blended with consummate 
prudence $ the spirit of conciliation, with the spirit 
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of Uej*. station, and the refinement of her sex. In 
the storm, as well as on the smooth sea of life, her 
virtues were ever the object of Us trust and gene- 
ration. 

Destined, however, to elevate and adorn, in a 
peculiar degree, the domestic sphere, she quitted it 
with reluctance, and returned to it with joy, as the 
scene, most congenial to her soul and best suited to 
give employment to her virtues : in comparison 
with which, in her estimation, the honours of pub- 
lic life had little attraction, and the gaiety of courts 
no charm. 

Above all, her habitual charity encircled her 
character with that lovely and immortal wreath, 
Which will live and flourish when every other hon- 
our and distinction shall have utterly perished, 
fa sickness and sorrow her friends and neighbours 
«ver found, in her advice and sympathy, support 
i and consolation ; and the poor a never failing re* 
source in her benevolence, which waited not to be 
solicited; or sought ; but whose 
fa 

'* * " Active search 

1 Left no cold, wintry corner unexplored 5 
Like silent working Heaven, surprising oft 
The lonely heart, with unexpected good." 
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mated by religion ; this formed its basis ; this w 
the origin ef her virtues ; and her eminent virtu 
did honour to the holy source from which th 
arose. She was & serious and humble Christia 
Her religious sentiments were of the most enligl 
ened and enlarged nature, truly worthy of hersei 
and were of that practical character which ga 
them an habitual influence over her conduct : th 
afforded to her direction and support, amidst 4 
various trials of a long life ;— and, we humbly tru 
she has departed to enter upon the rewards oft 
faith and hopes. 

The evening of her life was marked by a che< 
ful serenity, and her virtues, reflecting the melk 
tints and the rich 4ustre of .mature age, exhibit! 
rather the beautiful scenery of autumn than t 
desolation of winter, imparted delight and instn 
tion to all whose privilege it was to observe her, 
this interesting and venerable period. 

Greatness and goodness, inielfectuar superiorii 
f and a correspondent eminence in virtue, are not • 
ways found united; — in her the combination^* 
consistent and complete; and human nature h 
seldom, if ever, more fully or more beautifully d 
played its noblest attributes. By those perse 
who knew her, her memory will ever be cherish 
with, the highest veneration. To the young, ex 
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ious of the best distinctions which this life affords, 
her conduct may be held up .as one of the purest 
models for imitation : wisdom and virtue claim her 
as a favourite daughter ; and, those who are capa- 
ble of estimating the highest order of moral excel- 
lence, mourn in her death the removal of one of 
the richest ornaments of her sex and species. The 
light of life, long quivering in its socket, has expir- 
ed on earth, but will be enkindled auew, and burn 
with pure flame among the inextinguishable lights 
of the celestial world* < 
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CETCH OP THE ACTIVE LIFE 



IS. SARAH HOFFMAN, 



HER LABOURS OF KINDNESS TO THE 
.WIDOW AND THE OREHAN. 



, their labours, and tf^^ks^^o foUow them. 



of the peculiar excellencies -Of religious bi* 
r is, that while it preserves the memory, of 
, it insinuates itself, by a sort of irresistible 
, into .the breast of a pious reader ; and, 
inspires bim. with admiration of the good- 
i grace otGod in the character which it 
, it produces an anxious solicitude io copy 
» example by pursuing the paths of virtue 
fulness in the world. This species of wri- 
jrefore, happily combines precept and ex- 
seldom leaving the eye of the reader, with- 
iucing some valuable impression upon the 
> be realized in future practice* With these 
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Views, ths following sketch of the virtues and a* 
tive life of Mrs. Hoffman is presented to the public; 
and although the incidents which occurred in the 
course of her years were not numerous, jet some 
of them were so strongly marked, and exhibited 
the charms of piety and benevolence, as to merit 
the highest commeridation, and to form an admira- 
ble example for imitation, especially by every fe- 
male. 

Mrs. Sarah Hoffman was the daughter of Da- 
vid Ogden, Esq. one of the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the then Province of New-Jersey, and 
who also was a member of his Majesty's Council. 
Her mother's name was Gertrude Governeur. 
Mrs. .Hoffman was born at Newark, New-Jersey, 
Sept. 8, 1742, and married to Mr. Nicholas Hoff* 
man, Nov. 14, 1762, by whom she had four chilaV 
ren, two of whom, with 24 grand-children, and 
-nine great-grand-children, survive her. It is not 
blown when Mrs. Hoffman first received her reli- 
gious impressions. It is however certain, that in 
the more early part of her life, she passed through 
many scenes of disappointment and affliction ; and 
that under all these she enjoyed the support and 

- consolations of her God, which made her Chris- 
tian character shine with greater brilliancy. Nor 

were those afflictions wu\iouX *\^Ta^Ydkw»R&^ 
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'ker latter days ; for while they taught her the evrls 
to which humanity is subject, she learned the 
charming art of feeling for another's wo ; and how 
to stretch forth the maternal hand of kindness to 
relieve. 

The numerous domestic duties of Mrs. Hoff- 
man, rendered more urgent by the protracted ill- 
ness of her husband and her daughter-in-law, she 
prudently confined her charities to private objects; 
but not unfrequently would she encourage others 
in more public acts of benevolence, by giving to 
them her mite in favour of the needy, and exhort* 
them to persevere in doing the will of their Lord. 
When those beloved relatives were removed by 
death, Mrs. Hoffman was at greater liberty to ex- 
press ^he benevolent feelings of her heart ; and, in 
the year 1800-1, opportunities of. a peculiarly dis- 
tressing kind were presented to her attention. She 
was not alone, but associated with other benevolent 
females ; and every exertion was made to .relieve 
the afflictions of the poor and needy. Among the 
number of these objects were destitute widows with 
small children ; for the relief of whom it was con- 
templated to form a Female Association. The 
proposal was made in November, 1797, and or- 
ganized on the 20th of December following v undqr 
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the character and style of " The Society for the 
Belief of Poor Widows with Small Children. 99 

The following ladies constituted the first Board 
of Direction : — Mrs. Isabella Graham, first Direct- 
ress ; Mrs. W. Macomb, second Directress ; Mrs. 
Divie Bethune, Treasurer and Secretary. Maw 
g era— 'Mrs. Mary Startin, Mrs. W. Seton, Miss 
Bowman, (afterwards Mrs. Low, of Flatbusb,) 
Mrs. Howe, Mrs. Hopson, now of England. 

Peace to the widow's throbbing breast, whose tears, 
Fast fall upon her helpless babes. Indulgent Heav'n ! 

grant us aid to succour their distress, 
And give the healing balm ! 

At the first stated meeting of this Society, id 
April, 1793, it appears that 98 widows and 223 
children had, by their means, been brought through 
the severity of winter, with a considerable degree 
of comfort. Shortly after the establishment of this 
humane institution, Mrs. Hoffman became an ac- 
tive member, and was chosen second Directress. 

1 find her name enrolled with others, in the char- 
ter granted by the Legislature id favour of this 
Society ; and she continued to fill this worthy sta- 
tion until the year 1806. It was a happy trait in 
the formation of this Society, and still continues, 
that objects of distress be relieved without the 

I 
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shadow of regard either to national distinction, or to 
religious persuasion. It is presumed that this So- 
ciety was not only the first of the kind established 
in America, but the first in the world ! Informa- 
tion of this establishment soon reached tl?e city of 
London, and produced a dictate in the breast of 
some ladies of distinction, to form a Society in imi- 
tation of the one in New- York ; and which was sup* 
ported under the patronage of the Dutches of York. 
When one -of the managers visited London, she 
was waited upon by several ladies, to inquire par- 
ticularly into the manner of conducting this Socie- 
ty, and received desirable information. Our citi- 
zens have not forgotten the dreadful ravages made 
by the yellow fever in the year 179 While 
that pestilence walked in our streets at noon-day, 
arrested the hand of industry, interrupted the 
course of trade, it also swept away more than two 
thousand to their graves, leaving many a destitute 
widow weeping over her helpless babes, This 
This was a loud caH upon the exertions of the So- 
ciety \ and the several ladies connected with it, 
formed themselves in little bands, purposely to 
explore the habitations of distress, which opened 
an extensive, thongh melancholy field for Mrs. 
Hoffman to evince the sympathy aud beuwdaasA 
of her heart. It would be dten»& Ywwraw* 



f$0 'MRS. SAHAH HOFFMAW. 

I to announce the worthy names of those wl 
still living, who also were engaged in this 1 
of love ; yet I should feel a degree of crimic 
not to record the names of those who 
departed, and who were associates with 
Hoffman in those works of kindness. Mrs 
bella Graham was her chief companion ; 
Mills, Mrs. J. R. Livingston, Mrs* W. 1 
and Mrs. Howe^ each in their day .^pince 
pious disposition of their hearts, apd stn 
forth, the hand of kindness to the widow ai 
fatherless. Of the late Mrs. Mills, it is but j 
to record, that by the members of the Board 

. rection, her judicious counsel* was always 
with fespect and attention. Her knov*J& 
the world led her to that discrimination of cl 
ter which was applied with the happiest < 
and of this excellent woman it may be said, 
m hungered, and ye gave me meat; I ivas U 
and ye gave me drink ; a -stranger , and yi 
me in ; sick and in prison, and ye visite 
Nor can I omit adding to this list the name < 
lately deceased Mrs. Mary Chrystie. Alt 
her personal duties did not permit her to t 
seat in the Board of Direction pf this Societ 
was one of three who suggested and broug 

plan of the Institution before t\te \m&K&« S3 
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□ted liberally to its support during twenty-three 
rs. Her counsel and her prayer for its pros- 
ty were highly appreciated by many of h$ 
lagers 5 so that when the names of Hoffman and 
iham are mentioned among the mothers in Israel, 
t of Christie will not be forgotten. What to 
gives a zest to this female association is, that its 
nbers were of different retigious persuasions, 
iscopalitn, Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist; 
all partook of the same spirit, and drank so 
ly of " the milk of human kindness/' which 
ilirated them in pursuit after objects of distress, 
t they were never weary in well-doing. Thfe 
fistian, while it is his privilege to worship God, 
ordingto hisiknowledgeof the gospel, and the die* 
i of his conscience, ts bound to maintain the pro* . 
ion of his faith without wavering ; but whenever 
teholds the image of Christ in any person, though 
differ from him in mode of worship, will esteem 
person for the sake of the image. And it it 
ally true, that wherever the good man beholds 
marks of human wretchedness in any form, 
love of Christ to him, will constrain him to 
f and relieve ; for such is the nature of Chris* 
i benevolence, it knows no bounds but the 
litable globe. How charming taMfe 
iments exemplified in the tetmowt tlfatf** 
.11 
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Jjdrs. Hoffman and her associates ! And how d? 
voutly is it to be wished, that all who profess to 
receive the virtues of Christianity, may copy after 
such bright examples! Mrs. Hoffman was an 
Episcopalian, and strongly attached to the princi- 
ples of her church; Mrs. Graham was a Presby- 
terian, and equally adhered to her profession ; yet, 
the ties of ^atural relationship or sisterhood were 
not more firm than the attachment of these females 
in their charitable exertions in favour,of the needy. 
The temper^ condescension, and perseverance of 
these humane ladies is a fine comment on Paul's 
admirable description of active charity described, 
1 Cor. xii. 4 — 7- To give the reader some view 
of the benevolent walks of* Mrs* Hoffman and 
Mrs. Graham, I will venture to say, what has been 
communicated to me by an aged lady of a differ- 
ent religious profession to them, and who is still 
living. She accompanied them on their visits for 
two successive winters, commencing with Novem- 
ber, and ending with March. They would meet 
at ten o'clock in the morning, and continue their 

. visits till the dusk of the evening, in search after ob- 
jects needing/ compassion. These were some- 
times found in garrets, cellars, and other places of 
obscurity, half-starved, destitute of clothing, and 

perishing jrith cold,} wtete &&A^^<3cft*m. 



were clinging to the breast, and others looking " 
wishfully for a morsel of bread to satisfy the crav- 
ings of hunger. Mrs. Hoffman and her eompan- . 
tons, forgetful of their own comfortable homes* 
would enter these abodes of poverty, and by a 
condescending address, make themselves familiar 
with the distressed, and thus speedily ingratiate ' 
themselves into the broken feel wigs of the suffering ' 
widow. Though sometimes these messengers of 
good will would make their visits without partak* * 
lug of any refreshments, -yet not unfrequently 
would they turn into a shop, purchase a loaf of 
bread, &c. and enter some forlorn habitation to 
partake of their morsel, and to bestow a kindness 
apon its occupant. It must not be forgotten that 
these visiters, into whatsoever house they entered, 
failed not to instruct the ignorant, frequently ieav* 
ing a religious tract behind them, and thus con- 
vince the object of their bounty, that they were the 
Servants of a compassionate Saviour. Although 
from the nature of human depravity, it must b6 
expected that they too frequently met with cha- 
racters, who afterwards proved themselves un- 
grateful for kindness received, yet I have pftea 
beard them relate a variety of instances of soa£ 
fecting a description, which, N?e*£ \\ W3 
9 recite, would present to t\xe xoifct So*- 
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thaft* aad * distorted features of female misery, ^ 
while at the same time they would stamp a dignity i 
qpon the generous exertions of the widow's Society, ^ 

* Who comfort to the infant sufTrer bring, ' 
u And teach with joy the widow's heart to sing. 
" No sounding numbers shall their names reveal, 
w But their own hearts, the rich reward shall reel." 

This Society, through the smiles of the Al* 
* mighty, still exists, and perseveres in its humane 
and generous efforts. During the last winter 
(1820) they fostered 254 widows, with 687 small 
children, under 10 years of age. It is to be re- 
gretted that its funds would only allow each fami- 
ly, aa average of $2 50 per month, for the five 
winter months, reserving a small sum for the exi- 
gencies of sickness in the summer months. Tbe 
wants of many of them were great. Its managers 
still confide in the promise of that God who is a 
husband to the widow, and a father to the father- 
less ; and hope that a generous public will con- 
tinue their aid, that the Society may yet continue, 
its acts of kindness to the widow and the lather- 
less. It is devoutly to be wished that tbe example 
of their departed sister, Airs. Hoffman, may yet ' 
ftftikilate them to persevere in acts of kindness, 
*ad, that the mantle o4 thaX v^uet^XA^ twtf&retvfci 
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Israel, may fall upon the pious daughter bf out 
city, to cherish the Widow's Society, while a tear 
fells from a widow's eye, or a fatherless child 
ehaU cry for a morsel of bread! 

THE ORPHAN ASYLUM. 

Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the hast of 
these, yehave done it unto me, — Matt. xxv. 40. 

It may with propriety be said, the Orphan 
Asylum of this city took its rise from out of the 
Widow's Society; or, at any rate, on the minds of 
several of the members of that Society, was created 
the first impressions of its necessity and impor- 
tance. Several of its managers, particularly Mrs. 
Hoffman, and her colleague, Mrs. Graham, 10 the 
course of their benevolent walks, found 'poor help- 
less children, whom death had deprived both of 
father and mother* For the succouring of such 
little unfortunates, the Widow's Society, Accord- 
ing to their constitution and charter, could make 
no provision ; and the necessity of attempting 
something in the shape of an Orphan Asylum, was 
first suggested to the benevtAe^XT^^tft^v*^^ 
ma, by visiting a family of few ^^mkb&os™*^ 
11* 



fctely after the decease of their mother by the yel- 
low fever, in 1805. , These children, of whom the 
youngest was a few months old, were boarded at 
the expense of Mrs* Hoffman, until an asylum 
vould be provided. Upon this subject, she fre- 
quently ^convarsed with Mrs. Graham and others, 
who also had children of their widows in similar 
abject circumstance*. Alternate hopes and fears 
agitated the hearts of these ladies for several 
weeks, while they ceased not in prayer and suppli- 
cation, to spread the wretched orphan's case be- 
fore the Lord. About the begmamg ef March 
Mrs. Hoffman made a visit to Mrs. Graham. 
Entering the parlour, she said to Mrs. Bethune, 
my dear friend, we must begin the Orphan Society. 
I have slept none all night, and these words have 
been constantly on my mind; Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do *t with thy might ; jor there 
it no work^nor device, nor knowledge^ nor wisdom 
in the grave, whither thou goeat. Eccl. ix. 10, 
"this was received by her as the signal for benevo- 
lent action. At a meeting ef the Widow's Society^ 
*at Mrs. Startin's, it was agreed, that an invitation 
. be given to our citizens, in order to meet this de 
citable object. Accordingly, on the 15th o 
-March, 1806, at the City Hotel, a very respect* 
fcfeaamber of ladimiiari^eademen were convent 



Mrs, Graham was appointed to the chair, the plan 
was read, and unanimously approved ; and, at the 
same time, the following ladies were elected to 
conduct the concerns of the Society. 

Mrs. Hoffman, first Directress 3 Mrs. Hamilton, 
second Direct! ess; Mrs. Bethune, Treasurer $ 
Mrs. Rodman, Secretary. — Trustees. — Mrs. Star- 
tin, Mrs. M' Vicar, Mrs. Fairlie, Mrs. Saidler,Mrs. 
Pierce, Miss A&pinwaft, Miss Tallman. 

The Society thus organized, its first object was 
to provide a shelter for those little orphans which 
immediately -demanded their care. As a tempo- 
rary residence, a house in Itaisin street, in the vil- 
lage of Greenwich, was hired, and Mr. John M'- 
Tarlane and Catherine his wife, two discreet and 
.pious persons, were engaged as superintendents 
and teachers. They commenced their duties on 
Ihe first week in May, 1806. The door of this 
Asylum was open to receive all destitute orphans, 
without restriction, to any religious denomination, 
or distinction of nations. -Sufficient, if the child 
be in -distress, without iather and without mother j 
here was its home, and friendly guardians to fos- 
ter its tender years, until a maturity of age, a kind 
Providence should open another door to com- 
mence its more active duties for its own and the 
public good. During the first six jaoatfas, twdat 



orphan children were received by the Society: 
In order to qualify whatever children should be 
received into this Asylum, a mode of instruction 
vtbls formed, in order to prepare them for useful 
•stations, in life, Reading, writing, and arithmetic 
were allotted to the whole/ and in addition, the 
girls were taught plain sewing, and when at a suit- 
able age, to be accustomed to domestic employ- 
ment. But, as a far more important object, a well 
adapted plan was formed, that with the blessing of 
the Lord, such moral and religious instruction 
should be afforded as 4b produce their happiest 
advantages. 

It must be confessed, that until this institution 
was formed, in which Mrs. Hoffman acted with 
others, the real value of her benevolent and Chris- 
tian character was comparatively unknown. The 
acuteness and economy of her judgment in forming 
" her plans ; her mild and amiable manners, and 
, her unwearied perseverance amidst every dis- 1 
couragement ; these, whilethey produced a charm- 
ing excitement in the breast of her woithy associ- 
ates, contributed a large share towards the pros- 
perity of the Orphan Asylum. It rannot but be 
acknowledged, that this Institution, with the varie- 
ty of its benefits, was a ^on^^to^ 
the feivemy of prayer. TYife <st\Jo«sfc 
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xawe was continually commended to the orphan's ' 
God and Father, whose sacred smiles have crown* 
cd it with success for fifteen years !— An admira- 
ble lesson this, for all those whose christian benev- 
olence dictates a» effort in favour of the poor and 
afflicted : begin with God, and it shall end 

IN PROSPERITY ! 

In January, 1807, Mrs. Hoffman laid before 
the Board, the plan of a Constitution for the Soci- 
ety, which, after a due examination of all its parts, 
was unanimously adopted, and afterwards publish- 
ed. Soon after this, a petition was presented to 
the honourable the Legislature of the State, pray- 
ing for a charter of incorporation, and which was 
readily granted. In April, the same year, the So- 
ciety held their first annual meeting, at the City- 
Hotel, where more than twenty orphans were pre- 
sented to the view of their generous benefactors, 
comfortably clad, and wearing on the countenance 
the guileless smiles of health and happy youth. 
The hired house, occupied as a dwelling for the 
orphan family, being too small, and to prevent the 
inconvenience of frequent removals, it was contem- 
plated toerect a building sufficiently commodious for 
the accommodation of the orphans, which the Soci- 
ety might hereafter be able to *vio^$tt. 
great this undertaking, the ^toatft 1 ) 
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<^d, in full confidence that the God of mercy and 
love would indulge them with his sacred benedic* 
tion. To facilitate this desirable object, the patrons 
of the Institution did honour to themselves ; while 
several of the clergy recommended the design to 
their respective congregations, and made handsome 
collections for the purpose. The Board was di* 
rectedto an airy healthy spot of ground in the vil- 
lage of Greenwich, on which to erect the building, 
the plan for which, was gratuitously drawn by Mr. 
West. The building was to be of brick, rifty feet 
square, sufficient for the accommodation of more 
than one hundred children. The corner stone was 
laid by the -ladies of t he Board, on the 7th of July, 
1*807* During the summer, the walls rose rapid- 
ly 5 and, as^tbe funds of the Society were expend- 
ed by purchasing the materials only, "Mr. Ronalds, 
M. Gifford, aud Mr. Thorpe, the master builders, 
generously paid the workmen, without rendering, 
their account until the building was roofed. At 
this period several other ministers and churches 
^generously favoured the Society by collecting for 
their aid, the sum of 11 65 dollars. During the! 
winter, applications were made to the Trustees, so 
numerous, for the admission of orphans, that they 
were obliged to finish the basement story, and tw6 
upper rooms. The Society, at aYw& 
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themselves oppressed with necessary debts, were 
induced, on the 1st of February, 1808, to forward 
a petition to the Legislature for aid, and which was 
accompanied by a recommendatory letter, from De 
Witt Clinton, Esq. then Mayor of New- York. 
The result of this petition was, an appropriation * 
of five thousand: dollars of the money to be raised 
by lottery for the Board of Health, but .which was 
not received until the year 1816. But in addition 
to this, the Legislature made a grant of 500 dol- 
lars annually; and which they still regularly re* 
ceive. On the last day of April, 1 809, the Soci* 
ety, with fifty-four orphans, entered the new hab- 
itation, under a charming impression of* the 
good hand of their God, and devoutly supplicating 
his throne for the continuance of his presence and 
benediction. By the liberal aid of a generous pub- 
lic, the building was gradually completed, and a 
succession of orphans have been received. Great 
have been the exertions of the Trustees to manage' 
the concerns, and to procure the necessary sup- 
plies of food and raiment for so large a family. It 
was the firm determination of Mrs. Hoffman, at 
well as her companions, to expend their funds as 
long as a fatherless and motherless needy child 
claimed their shelter and kindness* Often at the 
commencement of winter jwbentiufc w$DftSBt^»n&"* 
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consisted of more than one hundred children, thefr 
treasury did not contain half as many dollars ; yet, 
through the goodness of the Lord, it' may truly be 
said, Me barrel of meal wasted not, neither did 
the cruise of oUfail } unttt the Lord replenished 
their wants. Much has deservedly been written 
on the page of Jiistory, of the interposing and be-. 
neVolent hand of God, in the establishment and sup- 
plies of the Orphan House at Halle, in Saxony, 
through the laborious means of Professor Frank ; 
and, I may venture to affirm, that it has been no 
less so in favour of our orphan establishment in 
this city. The faith and pious zeal of its Mana* 
gers have frequently been tried to the last extremi- 
ty ; often, indeed, cast down, but not forsaken; 
for in ways least expected, or not expected at all, 
the kind hand of God, almost miraculously has 
produced their necessary supplies. One instance, 
among others of this description, occurred but a 
few years ago, was known to myself. At a timl 
when the funds of the Society were almost expend* 
ed, and money immediately demanded, a young 
gentleman, who had just received a stare of a pa- 
ternal estate, requested of me information, " what 

, benevolent society was most worthy of attention ?" 

I Immediately named the Orphan Asylum.' Next 
day a letter was left at my house v u&famt&v&^ 
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Treasurer of the Orphan Asjlum, which being 
delivered to that lady, on being opened, it was 
found to be a blank paper, containing the sum of 
i*ive hundred dollars ! ! How seasonable a re- 
Kef was this to the exigencies of the Society ! and 
what a noble example to those who become heirs 
to the patiimony of deceased relatives, instead of 
wasting it in vanity and profligacy ! who but must 
feel the most devout acknowledgment to Divine 
beneficence, for providing the necessary supplies 
for the support of the children of this valuable In- 
stitution ! and at the same time, firmly believe the 
truth of God's most gracious promise, that the 
needy shall not always be forgotten : the expect- 
ation of the poor shall not perish for ever. Ia 
the government of the orphan family; as well as 
In its general plans, Mrs. Hoffman took a very 
large share of active labour. Frequently would 
she spend a whole day at the Asylum, for the pur- 
pose of inspecting the wants of the children, and 
their progress, in education ; the management and 
frugality of supplies, and, indeed, the most minute 
concerns of the whole establishment. On such oc- 
casions, so far from receiving any extra refresh- 
ment, she would invariably partake only of the 
simple fare of the orphan's table. Never did she 
permit herself to quit the Y\uV\\*fco^ ^wfitow*. 
■1» 
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ferring her most salutary advices, and bestowing: 
her maternal expressions of kindness upon the ten^ j 
der orphans of her charge ; and which, of course;, 
never failed to produce the most happy effects. 

It may gratify the reader to be informed, that 
this Orphan Asylum is now entirely fteedViow 
debt, and that by the smiles of Divine Providence^ 
there is gradually forming a fund for its future sup- 
port, by means of legacies. Still, the orphan^? 
cry is directed to the ear of a benevolent public, fcs 
a present supply, and it is firmly believed, that 
their cry will not be heard in vain. The annual ex?* 
penditures for the household, amount nearly to 5000 
dollars exclusive of repairs to the building. Aad 
it must be likewise stated, that the increase of or- 
phans, render it indispensably necessary that meaar 
be procured for the erection of a wing to the house 
for their accommodation. Since the establish- 
ment of this Society, in May, 1806,)here have 
been received 422 orphan children; 235 have* 
been bound out to trades or to service; eight 
have been returned to their respective widow- 
ed mothers, who had been insane in the luna- 
tic Hospital ; 26 have been relinquished to their 
relatives ; and 15 have died, one of which depart- 
ed beneath the smiles* of Jesus. On the present 
January 1st, 1822, there we NssVnt, 
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$4 boys, 52 girls, or 136 orphans. It is a pleas- 
ing reflection to the Managers, and was a cause of 
sublime pleasure to the pious Mrs. Hoffman \ that 
while God extended his paternal wings over this 
orphan family for their protection and comfort, he 
has likewise granted some expressions of his grace 
to several of thechiidren,both mate and female, who 
lire now arrived to the age of maturity, and main- 
tain the correctness of christian character. One 
pious young man is now studying for the ministry ; 
another if handsomely settled in business, and 
another is retained in the Asylum, <as an assistant 
teacher. The recital of these favours cannot but 
produce a charming gratification in the breast of 
every patron of the establishment, and insure thek 
future intei est in its prosperity* We now arrive 
at a part of this statement, calculated to teach a 
(esson on human frailty, and that the most valua- 
ble labours of life imist come to an end. ln*he 
year 1817, Mrs. Hoffman, bent beneath the infirm- 
ities of age, and by a severe rheumatic affection, ' 
was compelled to retire from the scene of activity, 
.and in her chamber, to spend her remaining days 
in devotional exercises, awaiting the pleasure of 
her Lord to call her to the blissful regions of im- 
mortality. Let us follow Uet to tfofe ^Vrofifowt 
retirement, and attempt, from bftt ^ivsrtfc fca^V** 
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learn a few more lessons of instruction for our owa 
imitation. 

The Chamber <*f Retirement. 

David was an attentive observer of the Provi- 
dence of God, and of the special favours which 
are reserved for the benevolent of heart. Blessed 
is he that considereth the poor : the Lord trill de- 
liver him in time of trouble. The Lord will 
strengthen him upon the bed of languishing ; thou 
unit make all his bed in his sickness. Psalm xli. 
1—3. In few instances have these words been 
more happily verified, than in the chamber of Mrs. 
Hoffman. She had considered the poor ; the 
Lord had frequently delivered her out of her af- 
flictions 9 the Lord was still with her in her last 
scene of retirement, and strengthened her upon her 
bed of languishing. She, who had given bread to 
the widow, and comfort to the helpless orphan, 
finds her bed of pain and languishing made easy 
beneath her, by the tender hand and cheering smiles 
of God, her heavenly father. How precious and 
kind are the ways of the Lord ! In this chamber 
Mrs. Hoffman's highest privilege was, to cultivate 
communion with God, by meditation and prayer. 
The reading of the Holy Scr\$tara, her coa- 
stjuit delight. 



fcAST VISITS TO MRS. HOFFMAN. 

Go—witness the last scene of human life ! 
Then listen to the dying child of Grace 1 
And learn Immahuel s power to »avc! 

It has frequently been asserted that, "the true char- 
acter of man is not to fee determined, until he turns 
Sbe period "of death* To continue for a time in a 
<e6tirse of religions profession, and of .public useful- 
ness, and afterwards to turn aside from the paths of 
veelitude, and die beneath a dark cloud, has too often 
fceen witnessed, to admit a denial of the fact. And 
although it be certain, that the Lord knoweth them that 
Mtre his'; it is equally true, the Saviour hath given us 
this visible mark of them : He that shall endure unto 
ihe end, the same shall be saved. Matt. xxiv. IS. 
While, therefore, we are frequently called to witness 
the last moments of a dying penitent, whose life has 
fcee'n spent in thoughtless vanity and sin, and whose 
repentance is so strongly marked as to create a char-* 
itable hope of his salvation; yet, visits to a person, 
who, for many years, has received the mercy of God, 
preserved an uniformity of piety, and closed the scene 
of mortality in faith, peace and joy : this produces a 
different effect, and never fails to create the most hap- 
py asjsfirance of the real worth of his character, the 
reality of religion, and a full persuasion of his future 
felicity. Under .these impressions, £ shall recite the 
substance of my last visits tothe venerable Mr*. Hq&~ 
12* 
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man ; that While it may serve as an additional memo- 
rial to her surviving family, others may be induced to 
follow her bright example. That spirit of christian 
benevolence which, for many years, Mrs. Hoffman so 
warmly cherished to the poor and needy, did not de- 
cline with her age. On my last visits she would make 
earnest inquiries of the general state of the public in- 
stitutions under my ministerial care. "Come," she 
would say, " tell me how the aged are supplied in the 
Alms- House; are they allowed little refreshments? 
Surely if I find the comfort of such things, those poor 
creatures must need them too. Do you continue to 
'make your visits to the Orphan Asylum, to examine 
and instruct the children ? How many are there in 
the house ? Do they improve in their learning) and 
do they look healthy and lively? I know that Mr. 
and Mrs. M'Farlane have always been kind and faith- 
ful people; and, I have confidence in their good 
character and kindness. But you know that my time 
fend ability to visit the Asylum are expired, and all 
that I can now do for them is, to present them in my 
prayers to the orphan's God and Father. It is a de- 
light to me still to hear that they do well, and that 
the &ord blesses them. You must keep on with your 
visits, and try to do them all the good you can : and 
the Lord- will bless you for your kindness." 

Friday morning, July 6th, on my way to the estab- 
lishment at Bellevue, 1 made Mrs. Hoffman a visit. 
She 4*as confined altogether to Viet *.tA>m*4 
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aerere pain. On my enquiring the state of her mind 
*mder the weight of her auction she replied, " I fre- 
quently experience the sensible presence of my bless- 
ed Redeemer. At time9, my meditations on the 
iLord, and his merciful kindness to me are very 
*weet ; but, the depression on my head, and the pains 
2 feel, too t>ften interrupt my devotional pleasures. 
Indeed, such happy moments are* quickly gone, when 
(compared with my earnest wish for their eentinit- 
auace." With some, feeling she ad-verted to the fifth 
<chapter of Romans— *Wt gloryrin tribulation oho: 
knowing that tribulation xoorketk patience ; and pa- 
tience experience ; and experience hope, fyc. M I want,' 9 
*aid she, "to have more of this experience in my 
iieari ; and I wish you to pray that my patience may 
Increase, so that I may wait till it please my God and 
Father to receive me to his heavenly presence above. 
My old friend, you do not know how. often, and how 
much of that refreshment I need ; and you must 
not forget to give me your consolation." I explained 
Jo her, that true experience was ^produced by the 
conflict between nature and "grace. . Christ himself is 
our great copy for the exercise of patience -under all 
.sufferings. He was led as a lamb to 4he slaughter, 
and as a sheep is dumb before her shearers,- so he 
opened not his mouth. Now, in proportion? as you 
receive this patience from your God, so- will you pos- 
sess your soul in sweet serenity finder ail your pains 
and sufferings. u Yes," said ita* « ;tiB^vfeV»ft> 



140 MRS. SARAH HOFFMAN* - 

tience ; when I meditate on the sufferings of the Sav- 
iour for my sins, why'should I complain ? yet, I must 
' teU you, that I need more patience, that 1 may not be 
permitted to repine, bat bold out to the last. And 
now I wish to kneel down by my bed, and pray that 
God may be with me, and grant me more experience 
and more patience." — Having gratified iier request, 
she said, " sit down a minute longer ; I have some- 
thing to ask you. My time to continue here on earth 
cannot be very long. As my old friend, I wish you, 
when on your way to Be lie me every Friday, to visit 
the poor, you would call and spend a few minutes 
with me in .conversation and prayer ; it will contri- 
bute to my refreshment and comfort." This I prom- 
ised. 

On my next visit, Mrs. Hoffman appeared more 
rapidly to hasten to her final close of life. Although 
she frequently expressed tome the ground of her hope 
for future felicity, on this visit, I possessed a solici- 
tude to reoeive from her dying lips, whatever might be 
interesting upon so important a subject ; for it is 
death that tries human souls, and a dying testimony, 
connected with a virtuous life, is always the most val- 
uable to survivors. I therefore again proposed the 
question, and received for answer : " My souj is fixed 
alone upon the infinite merit of Jesus, my blessed Re- 
deemer. It is on his blood and righteousness. I rest 
for the pardon of my sins, and the acceptance of my 
person, with my. God and Father. Kx^\\ \&^v&\r»qi* 
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*se, that he will never leave me nor forsake me, which 
•encourages me that I should be kept steadfast Ante 
the end. I cannot say that I am always comfortable, 
•or that l am free from temptation ; but my whole 
desire and prayer to the Lord is for his grace and 
consolation." For such a satisfactory communica- 
tion, I encouraged her xjonfideuce in the faithfulness 
•and love of her Soviouc, by repeating a few promises 
adapted, to her situation, and closed my visit by offer- 
ing a prayer, Before I retired, she said, " when you 
offer yaur supplications for me, I wish you always to 
4K>ncrade*by repeating the Lord's prayer, for that has 
•always been sweet to roe." 

During the last few days of this pious Jady's illness, 
she -was continually uttering expressions of gratitude, 
not only to her God and Saviour, but to her children 
and frietids who surrounded her. She could receive 
nothing to refresh her, but « little ice- water ; yet, net 
a drop passed her lips without acknowledging »her 
thankfulness. As She approached nearer to the last 
-scene, every doubt and fear vanished ; and -she hap- 
pily reposed herself in the bosom of her Lord. She 
s was never heard to allude to any of her good deeds, 
but constantly attributed all her mercies in life to the 
•grace and goodness of her heavenly Father, resting 
4ier soul on the all-sufficiency of Christ her Saviour, 
and " thus waiting the messenger death, to call her to 
*the scenes of immortality. 
.The next time J visited Mis. lfo&^V^ v ^«a^ 



MAS. SARAH HOFFMAN. 



was so far exhausted, that I said little more than to of- 
fer her a few sentiments for ber consolation. I cited 
to her David's charming surrender of himself to the 
Lord ; part of which were the very last words expres- 
sed by Jesus, the true David, while expiring on the 
cross. Into thy hand I commit my spirit; thou hast 
redeemed roe, O Lord God of truth. Psa. xxxi. 5. 
To whom, said I, can a penitent sinner commit his 
guilty . soul, but to that blessed Redeemer whose 
bands were nailed to the cross ? And to whom can a 
dying child of grace commit his fleeting spirit, but in- 
to the hand of his Father, who, indeed, is the Lord 
God of truth ? " Yes," she replied, " they arc charm* 
ing words indeed I I hope I shall take the comfort of 
them. You must now kneel down and* pray for rae, 
that those words may be mine." Rising from prayer, 
she asked me, why did you not pronounce the bene- 
diction ? To gratify her, 1 immediately did so. This 
was the last time I prayed with ber. 

On the next Friday morning, I made Mrs. Hoff- 
man another visit ; but she was too low to admit of 
conversation, and I promised to stop on my return 
from Bellevue. This was the day previous to her 
death. In the afternoon she was a little revived, and 
received a visit from her valuable friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. B. Mrs. B. took a seat by her side, and read 
Mrs. Graham's " provision for passing Jordan," and 
also selections of Psalms and hymns in the Prayer 
/took. Occasionally she broke out Vcv e^«\&ft\scs 
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prayer, beseeching the Lord to be with her in passing 
through the valley of death. On my return in the af- 
ternoon, her mind was composed in her God; but the 
.power of speech was extremely feeble. I asked her 
if she enjoyed the consolation of those words of Da- 
vid's surrender, which I repeated on my last visit ? 
She replied, " they are the delight of my soul ; I feet 
them in my heart ; my mind is at rest." Perceiving 
that life would speedily expire, I proposed to her 
daughter, Mrs. M. Hoffman, to make a visit in the 
morning, which Mrs. Hoffman hearing, said, tell hint 
\o be sure to come." 

Saturday morning' I made my last visit. Her ar- 
ticulation had become almost unintelligible ; but still, 
in broken accents, she endeavoured to glorify her God 
while breath remained. Looking at Mrs. B. the 
daughter of her still dqar Mrs. Graham, she said, 
" my colleague is gone before ; I am following fast." 
Then, after a short pause, she resumed her speech: 
u Tell them," meaning the Board of the Orphan As- 
sylum ; " tell .them all there is a crown of glory in re- 
serve for me." These were nearly her last words, 
except now and then an endearing expression' to her 
children and grand-children. An oppressive slum- 
ber seized her animal spirits, and about nine o'clock 
in the evening she gently fell asleep in Jesus, without 
the shadow of a struggle or a sigh, aged 79 years. 
Thus she received an answer to her constant prayers* 
that when she passed throu&Y* thfc^sXtel ^ 
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dbw of death, she should fear no evil ; and certain ft 
was, that her Shepherd and Redeemer was sensibly 
with her ; his rod and staff supported and consoled 
her spirit while passing awaj to the- mansions of eter- 
nal blesseduess and glory f * 

"Religion! Providence! and after-state f 
Here « firai footing ; here is solid rock ! 
This can support us ; all is sea besides, . 
Sinks under us, besterms,*4id then devunrs." 

YotJire. 

On the following Monday afternoon, the mortal 
remains of this mother in Israel were deposited 
in the burial yard of Trinity Church ; there t» 
rest in hope, till the morning of the resurreo 
tion, when the trump of God shall soundy the Tilt 
body shall be raised incorruptible, and fashioned like ] 
unto the glorious body of the Son of God : body and . 
spirit be re- united, and both received to the climes of f 
bliss and unutterable joy, for ever and ever J O death, 
where is thy sting $ grave, where is thy victory t j 
Thanks be to God whs giveth us the victory r through f 
our Lord Jesus Christ Amin* ♦ 
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